How Can I help my child at home?
Read, Read, Read
Helping your child at home with specific concepts can be overwhelming and difficult.  The most important thing to do is read with your child, preferably every night.  Read aloud, have your child read silently or have them read to you.  You may read novels, poems, newspaper articles, letters, and text books from school or any other type of literature.  Whenever you read discuss the meaning of what you read, explain any areas of confusion and go over any vocabulary that is difficult.  

Have children predict what they think will happen next.  (This can be done while reading, watching TV or movies, or in real life situations)  

Read for pleasure yourself and share that with your child. Let them see you reading and maybe even discuss what you are reading with them or in front of them.  

Visit the Library together to pick out books.  This will get your child excited about what they are reading and in turn make your reading time more enjoyable and beneficial.  

Go over homework assignments with your child.  Help your child understand directions and complex questions rather than just giving them answers.  Have them read, re-read and read again when they are unsure of the meaning.  Ask them to pick out important words or phrases in the directions or questions they are struggling with. Clarify any confusion and help them come to an understanding.  

You may want to purchase a workbook from the Parent-Teacher store to help you get started.  

Set aside a family time to just read.  No T.V. or computers, just reading.  (Books, magazines, cookbooks, manuals, newspaper, anything counts)  After reading make sure you discuss what you have read with each other.  Talk about what you read, what your opinions are of the reading, why you think the author wrote it in a particular way, etc.  Be creative, you want this time to fun and thoughtful, not boring and monotonous. 

