CHANGO ELEMENTARY PTA MEETING
Location:  Chango Library
Date:  October 25, 2010

Second meeting of the school year 2010-2011 commenced at 3:30 p.m.

ATTENDEES:  S. Szeli, J. Ferrone, J. Lee -Alden, N. Day, D. Montague, J. Frolish, P. Nichols, R. Lyke, C. Barbagelata, D. Callahan, J. Wendt, M. Vlacich, G. Litvaitis, K. Calhoun, K. Ferguson, C. Benson, I. Sepulveda, A. Quatrocchi
Minutes from the September 20th meeting were passed.  
President’s Report (Karen Calhoun):  An update on Harvest Fest was given.  There was an excellent turnout of families, teachers, and staff.   
Events update/Book Fair  (Ari Quatrocchi):  The Book Fair will run the week of November 15th.  Ariana is co-chairing the book fair with Emily Bowman.  She presented their ideas which invoked more teacher and principal involvement.  She suggested holding a teacher preview day where samples would be set up by grade/age and on the lunch tables would be preprinted book talks.  Teachers were requested to  pick up a book talk and take two minutes to read it, sign out a copy of the book, and read a blurb.  If a teacher does this, they will receive free books or gift certificates.  Also there would be shelf talkers, displayed with appropriate books at the sale.  Mrs. Barbagelata offered to have student council make announcements.  Announcements can also be placed in The Scoop.  

This year’s Book Fair theme is superheroes.   Students will be sent home forms to design their own superhero and describe their powers.  There will be prizes awarded, possibly of gift certificates to use at the book fair.  The students’ drawings will also be used to decorate at the book fair.  Upon given approval,  other ideas to promote the book fair were a scavenger hunt, guess how many pages are in the stack game, and if 1000 books are sold, there could be a wear your pajamas to school day, etc.  On Nov. 17, the first Chango un-sleepover event will occur, where parents can come in the evening to shop and the students can come in their pajamas, enjoy cookies and milk, and have a story time.  If any teacher would like to do a book talk on this evening, they can contact Ariana Quattrochi.  
The front window display by the office will feature an under construction theme with eventual book fair signs and samples to garner student interest.    
Ariana put a call out to the PTA for donations of leftover Halloween superhero-type costumes, masks, capes to display and hang on the walls of the gym.  Once she obtains principal approval, she would like to  take pictures of teachers and staff to use their images inside of the costumes.  As a promotion the Friday before the book fair, if teachers dress up as a superhero, they can receive extra coupons/gift certificates for free books for their classroom and for gift certificates.  
Election Day Bake Sale (Melissa Vlacich):  This event will be held on November 2nd  beginning at 6 a.m. in the front walk space of the school with voting in the gym.   
VP of Events (Krista Ferguson):  There was a camera problem that occurred during school photos with 148 students’ photos being affected.  Classrooms affected included:  Ms. Viscusi  PM-K, Mr. Jackson, Miss Parker, Mr. Czelusniak, Mr. Kuhn, Mrs. Sharp, Mrs. Cocozzo. Retakes of these classrooms will occur Thursday, October28th, to be processed in time for the original purchase date for the entire school.  Also, if a retake needed to be done, this would occur on the normal retake day.  A question was raised if staff photos may have been affected, and Krista stated she would investigate and advise.  
There will be an upcoming Chango Night Out, on Friday, November 12th, location TBD.  
Reflections Program:  Information will be in teachers’ mailboxes by Monday, November 1st.  Also, the PTA will have a link to the website.  November  15th is the deadline for  collecting artwork.  Students may submit entries in the form of poems, literature, photography.  Teachers were asked to speak to their classes about this program and encourage their artistic students to participate.  Local artist, Rich Gabriel, who runs Artworld, will be judging.    
Shared Partnership Team (M. Vlacich):  The meeting consisted of three parents, three teachers, three staff, the district liaison, and Mrs. Skarka to address questions or concerns from the community, parents, and teachers.  Currently there isn’t a way for parent s to submit their questions to be addressed at meetings.  It was suggested that there be a PTA link that could be filled out and submitted.  In the meantime, comments/feedback can be given to Mrs. Vlacich, Mrs. Cook, or Mrs. Harris to be submitted at the meetings.  
The team is currently working on a mission statement for Chango.  The proposed statement is:  To work in partnership with parents, staff and community members to foster a warm, welcoming environment in which students will develop the necessary skills to achieve academic excellence, moral character and social accumen to become life-long learners who lead productive and rewarding lives.     
Treasurer’s Report:  Finalizing net proceeds from BBQ/softball tournament, Harvest Festival, and fall fundraisers, all of which will be available at the next PTA mtg.  Large expenses paid out in September and October include PTA Council annual assessment $300, 2 Shen senior scholarships at $750 each for a total of $1,500, expenses for the new Book in Bag program $1,733, and PTA state membership dues of $798.

Fundraising:  Harvest Fest figures are still being tallied.  Given the different avenues for fall fundraising, very positive feedback was received and are always welcome.  Teachers and staff were thanked for their involvement with the fall fundraisers.  
The date for fall fundraiser pickups will be November 17th.  

Arts in Ed (Diane Callahan):  A calendar has been sent out to teachers listing upcoming events.  There are currently two Scotia-Glenville Museum events scheduled per grade.  There are several field trips planned.  Third graders will be seeing A Christmas Carol.  All classrooms will have a theater experience this year, with the exception of kindergarten.  An author’s visit is still being worked on, to which  Ariana Quattrochi offered her assistance in this regard.  
Karen Calhoun requested feedback from teachers and staff regarding their good and/or bad experiences with the current PTA Board.  Comments received:  Mr. Ferrone appreciated the 3:30 start time of the meeting, Mrs. Barbagelata commented on what she perceived to be a very smooth start to the year.  Mrs. Callahan and Nancy Kincaid have been having meetings with teachers to work on Arts in Ed ideas which she found helpful and would like to see more of these shared group meetings.  The basket fundraiser was enjoyed by staff.  It was agreed that communication between the Board and staff was imperative.  All staff agreed that the PTA Board members were well recognized and accessible within the school.  

Membership (Gigi Litvaitis):  Teachers were again encouraged to join the PTA.  240 membership cards have been used which has exceeded last year.  Current race standings reveal staff in the lead.  1st grade is also close behind.    
Raffle winner:  Rebecca Lyke.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
The next PTA meeting is scheduled for November 15th at 7:30 a.m., location to be determined.

