PTA Meeting: October 19, 2009

Meeting started at 7:03pm.  2 Board members present – Karen Calhoun and Krista Ferguson (who introduced themselves).  Also in attendance:  H. Kelley, D. Ryckman, D. Montague, J.Wade, D.Canterbury, L.Marion, C.Cook, J.Grey (District Board Member), M.Bleauh, S.Roy, L.Eggleton

Karin Skarka & Idalia were absent attending a PTA/Principal dinner.

Janet Grey, District Board member then spoke.  

She gave a District Board report:

· Janet introduced 

· In Sept 2009, Dr. Robinson was introduced into the NYS COSS – Shen is very proud of his accomplishment

· Annual independent audit that was completed & the report out occurred during last week’s board mtg.  Audit results were positive with a few suggestions for improvement

· There have been a few cases of H1N1 confirmed within Shen district already this year (HS (2), Karigon (2), Gowana (1)

· Community Conversations with the Superindendent scheduled for 10/24 has been postponed until 11/7 at Shatekon

· Gowana principal has been hired: Robin Gawrys from Burnt Hills  - her start date is 11/23

· Presentation on “Fastest Growing Careers of the 21st Century” on Thursday, 11/5 at HS West from 6-8pm for parents & students & administrators

· Next District board mtg: Tuesday, 10/27 at 7pm in Gowana library

PTA Council Report (Karen reporting on behalf of Idalia) -

Karen reminded parents there are still representatives needed for PTA Council, Legislative, Preschool committee, & Community Conversations.  Anyone who is interested can contact Idalia.

Community Conversations to be held on Saturday, 12/5 will be at Chango – we hope we can have a large crowd of parents to welcome Dr. Robinson to our school.

New Business: Legislative elections on PTA resolutions -
Karen introduced topic & gave parents & teachers a few moments to read through packet of resolutions to refresh their memories on resolutions being voted on.  With first vote, there was some discussion raised as to what we were actually voting on (are we taking funds away from education & children, etc); are we telling the PTA to lobby for this resolution topic?

Karen was not able to answer all the questions.  A motion was made to table the voting by Christina Cook and seconded by Sharyn Roy.

Committee Reports – 

· Harvest Fest carnival recap – Krista reported we had a great day with a great turnout and there will be some “post-mortem” meetings to ensure we tweak the things that could be done better.  Karen reported we earned $885 for revenue from the event (falling slightly short of our budget of $1,000).

· Volunteer update – Krista reported we need volunteers for Bake Sale (11/3) as both bakers & sellers and for the Book Fair (11/9, 11/10, 11/12, & 11/13)

· Fundraising – packets are going out to children this week and the order forms are due back 11/2

· Health & Wellness committee update (from Laura Marion):

· Flu shots are available to all Shen staff members.  H1N1 will not be available at this time.

· November is PTA Health month – are trying to incorporate a Veteran’s Day health walk

· 5 yr plan to improve cafeterias & kitchens

· Booster clubs need to establish criteria for what is being sold going forward

· Food Service – Push for alternatives to food fundraising; Bake sales to children during school day is against state policy; Catering in the Classrooms (no pricing set yet) – food service to potentially try catering to classrooms for parties, etc with fruit trays, veggie trays, pretzels; Energy drinks are not allowed in school as they are against state policy; Lisa Ostrowski developing a form for field trips to order lunch; Audit of food services scheduled for Feb 2010; Next meeting is 12/2 3:45pm at Shen HS East Library

Announcements:

Sprit Sale – Brianna Jones had winning design.  Northwind Graphics will be creating items.  Order form will be coming home last week of October.  Orders are due 11/4.

Moe’s Night out scheduled for November 30th
Newsletter – All news articles are due to Shannon Silva by the 22nd of each month.  Send info to Shannon (news4chango@yahoo.com)

Meting adjourned at 8:00pm.  Next PTA meeting is Monday, November 16, 2009 at 3:30pm.  Sharyn Roy stated she would be asking if there will be childcare available with woman who conducted finger-knitting with kids last year.

