
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

March certainly was marvelous around Okte!  We kicked off the month with Math 

Madness.  Our chairperson for that event, Lynn Parker, had all of our children working 

hard on keeping up with their math skills.  Donna Gatazka, our VP of Academics 

introduced a new “addition” to Math Madness with a week long celebration of Pi Day!  

What a treat it was at the Dad’s Dinner to come into the school and see a pie chart with 

all of the reasons why Okte students love math! Thank you so much ladies for showing our 

children how important math is and keeping them interested and excited! 

 

Speaking of the Dad’s Dinner, our event chairperson, Kevin Kelly, did it again! All of his 

hard work, along with the help of our very own Okte dads, made for such a fun family 

event.  Thanks Kevin for running the show the way you do!  Can you think of a better 

night…great food, great friends and the dad’s serving us?  Just wonderful!   

 

As March ended so did our Annual Spring Fundraiser.  Now our event chairperson, Lori 

VanderVeer, will be hard at work tallying up all of the totals and placing the orders for 

us.  The fundraiser pick up is scheduled for Tuesday, April 21st.  Please take note of the 

date and plan accordingly.  We do not have freezer space to store any items not picked 
up.  If you cannot make it, please find a friend that can.  Thank you. 

 

Coming up on April 7th…McDonald’s Night!  Please join us for a fun family event that also 

helps support the PTA.  You never know who will be serving up the burgers and fries!   

 

Spring recess will be here before you know it!  School will be closed from Friday, April 

10th thru Friday the 17th.  We hope you enjoy the time off; relax, read, play outside, etc.  

Have fun, be safe and make wonderful memories. 

 

Stay connected…you can find more information on our website.  We list all important 

dates, upcoming events and offer a feedback form for your use to let us know how you 

think we are doing as a PTA.  Log on to www.shenet.org and click the link to Okte 

Elementary and then click Okte PTA. 
 

 

Pam Kelly and Wendy Reynolds 

Okte PTA Co-Presidents     
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The PTA wants you! 
Have you been thinking about heading a PTA 

committee, but just never made the move?  

Well, this is the perfect opportunity because 

the PTA has a few positions open for both 

committee chairs and board positions for the 

2009-2010 school year!  Holding a position with 

the PTA is very rewarding and does not take up 

too much time.  Now is the time to get 

involved!   

 

For more information contact Joanne Barry 

280-4057 jbarry6@nycap.rr.com 

Donna Gatazka 348-1786 

dgatazka@nycap.rr.com 

Lori VanderVeer 383-6702 ljvdv2@yahoo.com 
 
 

PROGRAM FOR PARENTS 
On Monday, May 4, at 6:30 pm in the High 

School East Little Theatre, James Murphy, 

Saratoga County DA., will speak about the 

recent "Sexting" problem facing our district.  At 

this time it is for PARENTS ONLY.  Mr. Murphy 

will determine later whether any students 

should be permitted to attend.  Please make this 

information available to the parents in your 

respective schools.  All are invited to attend. 

 

 

MCDONALDS NIGHT 
It's McDonalds Night on April 7th  

from 4:30 - 7:00 pm.  Come have  

dinner with your friends and see your teachers 

flipping hamburgers or whipping up McFlurries.  

Support your school and have fun doing it.  Hey, 

you have to eat dinner anyway. 

 

CHILDREN’S AUTHOR TO VISIT OKTE 
We are excited to announce that children’s 

author Gail Gibbons will visit Okte on Monday, 

April 20th.   Families will have the opportunity to 

purchase Ms. Gibbons’ books for signing by the 

author.    Please watch for book order forms to 

be sent home with students in early March. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

CALLING ALL OKTE GREEN THUMBS! 
Be on the lookout for a new sign up sheet 

for the spring meetings of the GREEN THUMBS! 

  

Due to the overwhelming response in the Fall, we 

have to limit the number of children. So, keep an 

eye out for the sign up sheet! 

  

ALSO - all of those bulbs that were planted in 

the fall are now sprouting - so look around the 

grounds at OKTE for the handy work of all of 

our little "GREEN THUMBS"!! 
 

  

OKTE Annual Science Fair 

 

 We would like to invite your child to 

participate in an exciting and  

innovative program. 

 

When:  Thursday, May 21st. 

 

Announcements went home in March’s  

Newsletter.   

Please have your child return their  

Interest form to school by  

Friday, April 3rd. 

 Be on the Lookout for your child’s 

informational packet! 

 

Seeking enthusiastic individual interested 
in Being Science Fair Chair for next year. 

Call Meredith at 371-3282 or email 
jlounsbury@nycap.rr.com 

  
 

 

 

CALLING ALL YOUNG 

SCIENTISTS 
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HOST A CHILD THIS SUMMER 

 

Fresh Air is a program that gives NYC children 

a chance to see another way of life.  They get 

to leave the city and become a part of your 

family.  They get to escape the dangers, noise 

and pollution.  You would be giving a child (ages 

6-12 for first time visit) a chance to enjoy the 

small things we take for granted each day.  

Many of these children don't get to sit and see 

the stars, play outside in the yard, swim, bike, 

or just have a picnic in the park.  It is truly a 

rewarding experience both for the child that 

comes and for your own family.   Children arrive 

in Clifton Park on July 3, July 20, and August 11.  

Please consider hosting a child.  This program 

can change a child’s life forever.  Contact Deb 

L’Amoureux at 348-1018 or  

freshair@nycap.rr.com for more information.   

 

Dates to remember… 
 
April 8     PTA Meeting 

April 10-17   No School, Spring Recess  

April 23    Kindergarten Parent Orientation, 7:00 pm, Okte Elementary School Cafeteria 

April 25th  Community Conversation with the Superintendent: 9:30am at Cheryl’s 

Lodge  

May 5     Annual budget hearing: 7:00 pm at Gowana School Library 

May 16th  Community Conversation with the Superintendent: 9:30 am in the High 

School West Cafeteria 

May 19th  Annual Budget Vote and School Board Election: 7:00 am -9:00 pm in 

the Gowana Middle School Gymnasium 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: GENTLY USED 

SNEAKERS 
Don’t throw out those old “like new” 

sneakers just yet!  Mr. Gifford, our P.E. 

teacher, has made a request for sneakers 

to replace the ones he has now, which have 

seen better days. 

As is often the case, children grow out of 

their sneakers long before the sneakers are 

“worn”.  If this is the case in your home 

please consider donating them to school.  

Mr. Gifford keeps a supply of sneakers on 

hand in all sizes for those children who 

forget theirs.   

*Sneakers should be “gently used”  

*Tie/Velcro only please, no slip-ons 

*boys & girls sizes 11-7 

*sneakers only, no heelies or skater shoes. 

Thank you for your help 

COMING IN MAY  - 

  

Flowers and plants from Meager's Farm Stand.  Bonnie Meager works in the Office at  

Okte and will have prices and what's available in next month's Newsletter.  Order  

forms will be located in the office by the first part of May.  Thank you for your  

support.  Bonnie Meager 
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Walk teams are now being formed for this year’s Great Strides walk to benefit Cystic Fibrosis Research.  The Clifton Park 

walk is scheduled for May 3rd at the Clifton Park Center Mall.  Rachael Nadler, a first grade student at Okte is the local 

poster child.  For further information or to register to walk, please contact Allyson Nadler @ 383-1170 or 

allyson@nycap.rr.com.  You can register online at http://Greatstrides.cff.org.  Additional information about Cystic 

Fibrosis can be researched at www.cff.org.  

 

Also in the planning stages are fundraiser dinners at Tuscan Grill and Outback Steakhouse.  Further information is 

forthcoming.  For additional information about the dinners please call Allyson Nadler @ 383-1170. 
 

      

A LETTER TO OKTE FROM THE TIMES UNION 
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Help for Parents with Kids Struggling in School 

Is your child a 'shut-down' learner? 

Many children who grow discouraged with school, struggle with basic skills, or refuse to do homework might not be 

learning in the way that's best for them. Dr. Richard Selznick, a school psychologist and director of the Cooper 

Learning Center in Voorhees, New Jersey, coined the term "shut-down learner" to describe these children, who often 

appear disconnected and unmotivated ("shut down").  

Selznick says as many as 40 percent of all children in America experience problems learning to read and write and many 

of them are "spatial learners"—in other words, they learn most effectively through hands-on tasks and utilize images, 

pictures, colors, and maps to learn. But these spatial learners will often struggle to learn through reading and writing.  

Identifying shut-down learners and modifying their learning environments can lead to academic success, Selznick says. 

Read more for warning signs and strategies for overcoming the challenges. 

Selznick says the shut-down learner style becomes apparent in upper elementary grades, though warning signs appear in 

pre-school and kindergarten. They include: 

¶ Difficulty with learning letters  

¶ Trouble with playing rhyming games  

¶ Difficulty following directions  

¶ Resistance to early reading activities and instruction 

Signals in older children include: 

¶ Weak reading, writing, and spelling skills, which lead to lowered self-esteem  

¶ Increased avoidance of school tasks such as homework  

¶ Strong dislike of reading and writing Little to no gratification from school  

¶ Increasing anger toward school  

Shut-down learners often possess incredible talents and succeed in a variety of different professions, Selznick says. 

Parents can employ several strategies to aid their shut-down learner:  

1. Identify the “cracks in the foundation” as early as possible. Address skill weaknesses early.  

2. If the cracks are widening, seek outside help. Don’t be passive and wait for the schools to intervene.  

3. Know what you are targeting. There are essentially two types of reading problems, Selznick says. In the first 

type, the child has trouble decoding the words and reading fluently. In the second type, the child can read 

fluently, but has great trouble understanding what he or she has read.  Get clear on what you are targeting. 

Don’t scattershot remediation.  

4. Take the heat out of the interaction. For most of the struggling kids, the daily ritual of yelling about school 

is a constant. Nagging and yelling are not working.  Why continue?  

5. Find the child’s true strength and help him or her embrace it. Shut-down learners often do not feel very 

good about themselves and do not see their strengths.  Most of these kids are very solid in the visual spatial 

dimension of ability. While this trait is not often valued in school, they need to learn to value this trait and see 

its potential. 

Dr. Selznick is author of The Shut-Down Learner: Helping Your Academically Discouraged Child. For more information, 

go to http://www.shutdownlearner.com/.  

Homework Help 

PTA.org has articles to assist 

parents in helping their 

children with homework and 

test preparation. 

http://www.shutdownlearner.com/
http://www.pta.org/2039.htm
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Dear Parents, 

 

 At this time each year, I begin to receive parent requests concerning the class assignment of 

their child for the next school year.  The intent of this letter is to explain the procedures and 

practices used by staff at Okte in establishing class lists. 

 

 Many factors are considered as we build the preliminary class lists, such as: 

 

¶ reading and math levels 

¶ the specific needs of particular students 

¶ the number of boys and girls in each class 

¶ interpersonal relationships 

 

 The ultimate goal of the process is to provide each child with an appropriate placement for the 

following school year.  As in any setting, there are a number of constraints placed on this process 

including: 

 

¶ the need to build relatively equal class sizes at each grade level 

¶ the need to produce workable combinations of reading/math groups 

¶ a reasonable number of mainstreamed children in the student population 

 

 As parents, you may wish to share useful information about the specific needs of your child.  

This input should be conveyed to me before May 29th.  Your information should describe the 

needs of your child and should not be a request for a specific teacher or assignment.  Any letter 

that contains a specific teacher request will not be considered.   As this process begins in May, 

any letter received after May 30th will not be a part of the planning.  

 

 Please realize that your letter will be shared with those professional staff members involved in 

the class building process.  Your views are important to us and we shall work hard to address 

student needs and create balanced classes.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

        

        

Deborah K. Price                

Principal 

 

DKP/mac  
 

Kindergarten   Parent   Orientation 

* * * * * * * * * * *  
WELCOME 

Parents and Guardians of Incoming 

Kindergartners 

Please join us for a presentation about 

our kindergarten program é.. 

Thursday, April 23, 2009 

7:00 pm 

Okte Elementary School Cafeteria 

 


