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Check out our website at http://www.shenet.org/camity/Tesagopta/TesagoHome.htm
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TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS
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FOR CROHN'S & COLITIS

What Does a Hero Look Like???

What does a hero look like to you? Are there cafglsts, lightning bolts, masks? How about justaorable little boy with a
toothless smile, in jeans and a ski jacket witlbarmal mom, dad and little brother? To The Crolarid Colitis Foundation of
America in Upstate/Northeastern New York, our hisrbiam Carlson.

Liam has strong role models. His dad, Bill, isiautenant for the Cohoes Fire Dept, and his momme&i is a nurse practitioner
for Seton Health. They strive for a normal, balahtaamily life. But, sometimes, life for the Carfsois far from normal, Liam has
Ulcerative Colitis, he is 8. At the age of 3, Liavas diagnosed with inflammatory bowel diseas@aaly dealing with food
allergies and asthma. His symptoms were mild amtirglbed with Sulfasalazine. Initially he did wdllut after 1 ¥z years, at 4 %,
his symptoms worsened. There were more frequebteaks involving bleeding and belly pain. By 6,required hospitalization
for transfusions. Different medications and treatits were prescribed; Sulfasalazine, 6MP, Remicadggids, bowel rest, IV
nutrition via a central line, transfusions, spedi@ts, supplements and probiotics. Consults wbtained in Boston. Despite all
of this, Liam just got sicker and was now considesteroid dependent. In May 2008 , he underwengiesy to remove his entire
colon. His diagnosis was then officially Ulcer&iColitis. This surgery should have solved Liadgdly issues but he continued
to get sick. His appetite was poor and he had Ipaig. A return to Albany Med diagnosed hemorrbamincreatitis. The
bleeding worsened due to blood thinners for a bidotin his central line. His organs began totstawn and his battle was
almost lost. Fortunately, children are resiliantl Liam bounced back. After 1 month he finallyneshome.

In September 2008 Liam endured a second reconsgusirgery and has required additional hospitatiagions for sepsis,
dehydration, a bowel obstruction and another bidot In spite of it all, Liam’s quality of life #smed better. He no longer
complained of pain and was finally growing. He onnder needed the medications that made him festko The Carlsons were
hopeful. But, this past summer, Liam’s symptomsmedd. A scope done in August found that Liam hawlchitis (ulcerations in
the surgically altered small intestine). He bezaatment with antibiotics and probiotics with soimprovement. Restarting
Remicade was considered, but not a great optigeun lis running out of options, at 8 years old.the last 2 years, Liam has
undergone more than most of us will endure ineatlihe, numerous scopes, central lines, hospitaizs, blood draws, scans etc.

In between, Liam is an active little boy. He isexond grader at Arongen Elementary School inddliRark. He plays soccer,
takes karate and has become a boy scout. In@ddidtihis friends and family, he receives conssapiport from the school nurse,
his teachers, his doctors, and the nursing stafher" floor of Albany Medical Center, where he has spetutal of over 4
months; &' of July, his & birthday and almost hi"sirthday. They “sprung him” the day before higtlday in November so he
could celebrate at home. Liam never complains,doweseums, dreams of archeological digs and begoanpaleontologist. He
is smart, articulate, energized and incredibly anitg.

Our hope is a balanced life for Liam, full of fapifriends, sports, trips to museums and the ghilitmake plans without the fear
that in a moment, they will change; new treatmemisgications and life with ulcerative colitis undentrol. We share Liam’'s
story so more people will know the impact Crohmsl &olitis has on a family, to give a voice andd@nshoulder to someone at
the beginning of their medical journey. Redefinthg role of a parent, changing expectations apdesjating what we have and
learn along the way. Aimee and Bill join thousan@isther families who are reaching out into tleimmunities for support to
find a cure, to do more research and to make Ideerlivable. Please do the same...for Liam andtousands of others battling
this chronic disease...daily. Thank you!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE “TAKE STEPS FOR CROHN'S & CO LITIS WALK ON MAY 1, 2010
AT 3PM AT THE CROSSINGS OF COLONIE. FOR MORE INFOR MATION AND TO REGISTER

— GO TO www.cctakesteps.orgQuestions? contact Aimee Carlsoaimbell@nycap.rr.com
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Budget Analysis

February 20010

The 2010-11 Exccative Budget leoks very much like what was presented on January 2000, The major
differcnoe is that the 2009 proposal did not include federal stimuolus dollars. The 2010 proposal includes
stimulus money making this year's budget mone ominous than a year ago. Major components include:

Ajld Formula Reductions: The Govemor's proposed 2010-11 Executive Budget reflects a 2% reduction
of all school spending statewide. Individual school districts wouold see a reduction of state aid averaging
3%. Current state aid formulas were keft unchanged but foundation aid High Tax Aid and Universal Pre
Kindergarien aids would be fromen for two years, Full phase-in of the foundation formula would be
extended to 2016-17.

Reductions are calculated against total formula allotments less building and Universal Pre- kindergarten
aids. The total reduction, called a Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA) is wealth adjusted with higher
wealth districts receiving the largest percentage reductions. These reductions would then be offset by first
by applying adjustments for districts whose tax efforts are high or whose administrative expenditures ar
low. The GEA is then further reduced by applying the remaining $726 million in federal stimuolus aid to
mduce each districts total cut by 33.95%. Simply put: Operating aids would be frozen. Reimbursable aids
(BOCES, transportation, building and special education) would be allowed to increase under curment
formula. The GEA would be applied to the total {2xcept for building and Universal Prekindergarten) for
an overall cut of $1.1B.

Public school payments to charier schools would be frozen at cummrent levels, even though public school
operating aid would be reduced, but transition aid to school districts that enroll a high percentage of
charter school pupils would be increased by $3.7 million to a total of $21.84million. It is important to
note that the Governor continues to push for kegislation to lift the statewdde cap on the number of charter
schools from 200 to 400 without changes in the law.

Contingency Budgets: The Consumer Price Index (CPI), the rate of inflation, is actually negative this
year. Therefore, if a school district’s 2000-11 budget fails to get voler approval, under curment mles, a
contingency budget would be kess than the 200910 spending plan. The Governor's plan scts the
contingent limit at the 2009-10 budget kevel. (It should be noted that there is presently a bill in the Senate
that would set the CPlused in the contingent budget calculation at the average of the past five years. If
adopted, the Contingency budget limit for 2000-11 would permit an increase of about 39).

STAR: While in his public address, the Governor stated his budget proposal essentially has the effect of
a state spending cap, he makes no provisions to place caps on local property taxes. However, he proposes
several changes that, in addition to cuts in aid, would increase property taxes for certain home owners.
*  Hewould increase the maximum benefit reduction from 11% to 18%. Note that the max imum
benefit reduction was also increased this past year from 3% to 11%.
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* The STAR benefit would be eliminated altogether for homes with a value in excess of 1.5
million.

¢ The NYC equivalent to the STAR benefit is an income offset that under the Governor’s proposal
would only be applied to the first $250,000 of income.

Special Education: Special Education funding would be reduced not only by the Gap Elimination
Adjustment but also by changing State support for summer special education programs from a fixed
percentage reimbursement to a wealth based reimbursement and requiring school districts to absorb any
increase in county funded pre-school special education program costs exceeding 2%.

The Govemnor also proposes to save an estimated %13 million by modifying the Health Department’s
Early Intervention program, which supports children under the age of three by requiring evidence based
criteria to determine service eligibility, permitting paraprofessionals to provide certain services and
increasing reimbursement from commercial insurers. More importantly. the Govemnor is introducing a
sliding scale based on income that would, for the first time, charge parents between $42 and $340 for each
child enrolled in the program

Mandate Relief: The Governor proposes a four-year moratorium on mandate relief. He provides relief to
school districts through permanent exclusion from the Wick’s Law construction contract requirements
and streamlined reporting requirements.

Other provisions include:
e ¢limination of Teacher Centers
¢ g¢limination of Schools Under Registration Review grants
e expansion of certain money saving purchasing options, and new taxes on items such as cigarettes
and high sugar content drinks, etc.
e reduction of college-bound student TAP grants

In the current fiscal environment, we recognize that the Governor has difficult choices to make. Education
is not alone in being targeted for reductions in State support. The Governor proposes similar reductions in
support for SUNY, health care, support of local governments and reductions in the State workforce.,

Sull, we are concerned that,
¢ In his executive proposal, the Governor includes language proposing a four year moratorium in
new mandates without being fully specific regarding which mandates are being targeted or how
much such a moratorium might be expected to save.

* An additional two year freeze of school district operating aid, added to last year's freeze, extends
the state’s commitment to implement the foundation aid formula from the original 4-year phase-
in to ten years. As each year's aid is frozen, the starting point for the next year 1s lower than
initially planned and our schools fall farther and farther behind.

o  While the Governor states that there is $1.5 B available in statewide undesignated school district
reserves to offset cuts, not all districts have healthy reserves. Even for those that do, this would
be. at best, a one year reprieve. As was the case a year ago, this method of limiting State suppont
would be particularly difficult for those most dependent on state aid and with limited reserves —
lower wealth, higher need districts. The cost will be to program and staff at a time when the state
is looking towards higher standards and education reform.



