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As always the Karigon PTA has been very active working to provide educa-

tional and fun opportunities for our students.  A well deserved thank you 

goes out to the following dedicated volunteers for the wonderful job theyõve 

done planning and implementing the many activities that have been or will 

soon be taking place at Karigon for our students and teachers. 

 

Y Lisa Burkhammer and the Second Grade for the cool, seasonal winter 

scenes and snowmen in our front window and entrance. 

Y Lori Bennett as always for updating our website, publishing our jour-

nal, keeping us up to date on all school and community events in the 

weekly e-mails. 

Y Pat Bloss and Donna Walters for running the Almost March Madness 

committee.  Thanks also to all of the teachers that are practicing bas-

ketball and cheering to prepare for the event on February 28th. 

Y Denise Adams, Susan Schmitt and Susan Morrissey for continuing to 

work with our Odyssey of the Mind teams to prepare them for the 

March 6th competition.  Our thanks also goes to Lisa Fletcher and 

Marybeth DiNallo for going to the training provided by BOCES to be 

judges at the upcoming competition on Karigonõs behalf.  

Y Jeff and Nancy Hogan for organizing and running another successful 

Saturday Science program this year.   

Y Jenn Collazzo and her committee for working to earn us money on 

Boxtops, Christy Wightman for running our Shopping Programs and 

Heidi Cavert for running our Campbells Soup fundraisers.  Donõt for-

get to send in your boxtops, Campbells lables and to register your 

Target and Price Chopper cards for Karigon.  Read about our current 

Boxtop contest running this month!   

Y Amy Czirr and Paula Fisk and their volunteers for running the Student 

Banking program and allowing our kids to learn the importance of sav-

ing.   
Y Beth Ogle, Heather Lombardo and Jeannine Cunningham for continu-

ing to work with the teachers to book exciting and educational events 

for our students.   

Y Chiquitta Alexander and the Honorary Life committee for evaluating 

the nominations put forth to be honored. 
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Karigon PTA  

Executive Committee  

2009-2010 
 

Tammy Learn  

President 

877-8564 

nylearns@msn.com 
 

Tracy Margiotta  

Vice President 

877-8075 

mrsm3@verizon.net 
 

Jenn Collazo 

Treasurer 

665-0154 

jcollazo@nycap.rr.com 
 

Rob Williams  

Recording Secretary 

877-4757 

indiangaming@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Burkhammer  

Corresponding Secretary 

877-0828 

rmblab@nycap.rr.com 
 

Heather Lombardo  

Delegate to Council 

406-5030 

dhakony@nycap.rr.com 

 

Christy Wightman  

Delegate to Council 

373-1137 

christyw3@yahoo.com 

Executive Committee, continued from page 1 

 
 
Y Annette Tambasco, Beth Thalheimer and their volunteers 

for a successful DARE graduation.  Thanks especially go to 

Deputy Gwiazdowski  for preparing our fifth graders to be 

able to make good choices when faced with difficult deci-

sions now and in their future. 

Y Linda Cole and Ann Gilbert for preparing for the upcoming 

bowling parties. 

Y Melissa Paquin for preparing for our upcoming Family Sci-

ence Night. 

Y Anita McGill for taking the time to go to a fundraising event 

on Karigonõs behalf to determine the best fundraising activi-

ties for next school year. 

 

We look forward to many exciting events this month.  February begins 

with bowling parties, Family Science Night and Kaleidoscope sign ups 

and ends with the opportunity to cheer on our teachers as they take to 

the hardwood at Almost March Madness!  Donõt miss out on the fun!! 

  

Please note that Amy Salzone is still looking for volunteers to teach 

classes for Kaleidoscope in March.   For those parents of fifth grade 

students who would like to be involved with the Fifth Grade Activities 

Committee, please join us on Monday,  February 8th at 2:30 pm in the 

Karigon Media Center.   

  

Our òWhat Does That Committee Do?ó campaign will continue at our 

February meeting.  If you want to know more about Family Activities, 
Yearbook, School Banking, McDonaldõs Night and Karigon Web Page/

Karigon Journal and how they benefit our Karigon community, please 

join us at 6:30 pm preceding our February meeting on the 24th to find 

out!   

 

Tammy Learn, Tracy Margiotta, Jenn Collazo, Rob Williams, Christy 

Wightman and Heather Lombardo   
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òAn individual has not started living until he can rise above the narrow confines 

 of his individualistic concerns to the broader concerns of all humanity.ó 

      -Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

Now that the winter is upon us, there will be many days of indoor recess.  Each year at this time, our 

hallways brim with boots, snow pants, hats and gloves. If your child is missing anything, you or your child 

may wish to check our lost and found box in the lobby. It is also brimming.... 

 

If your phone number or address has changed recently, please contact our office to update your emer-

gency information. Kindly keep informed about inclement weather by TV, radio, and online at 

www.shenet.org. 

 

On February 4th, we will hold our first planning meeting for our Earth Day/Arbor Day event which will 

occur on Friday, May 21, 2010. We would love to have some parents join this committee to help us plan 

and be involved. Should you wish to attend this meeting, kindly contact Paula White in the office. 

 

As always, we welcome your inquiries here at the school. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

        Greg Wing 

        Principal 

Principalõs Update 
 

February is:        African -American History Month  

                          National Wild Bird Feeding Month  

                          Library Loverõs Month 

 

The Character Word of the Month is:      Volunteerism   

http://www.shenet.org/
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FEBRUARY PTA MEETING 

Wednesday,  February 24, 2010 
 

What Does That Committee Do? - 6:30 PM 

PTA Meeting - 7:00 PM 
 

Karigon Media Center - All are welcome! 
 

What Does That Committee Do? 
 

Join us at 6:30 PM to learn more about these committees: 

Family Activities, Yearbook, McDonaldõs Night, School Banking, the 

Journal, and the PTA website. 

CULTURAL ARTS COMMITTEE 
 
 

The month of February will host the Scotia-Glenville Museum on the 23rd and 24th.  They will be visit-

ing the fifth grade classes to discuss MEXICO:  Yesterday and Today.  This program, which focuses 

on Social Studies standards, will help the students experience the history and modern culture of 

Mexico through artifacts and images. 

 

The second grade classes will be visiting the Schenectady Planetarium on February 11th.  They will 

enjoy a self-tour of the museum and a planetarium show, òSecret of the Stars.ó  This visit ties in with 

their learning about the solar system. 

 

Thank you to the Karigon PTA for funding these wonderful programs for our students! 

 

Cultural Arts Committee 

Jeannine Cunningham, Heather Lombardo and Beth Ogle 

 



ALMOST MARCH MADNESS 
Sunday, February 28, 2010 

11:00 AM (Doors open at 10:15 AM) 

 

All children must be supervised by their parents! 
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DARE Graduation 

 

The DARE Graduation Ceremony was held on Monday January 25, 2010 for all of the Fifth 

Grade Students.  We would like to extend a sincere thanks you to all of the people who 

helped make the graduation a memorable event, especially Deputy Gwiazdowski, all of the 

Fifth Grade teachers and Mr. Wing.  Thank you to Party Warehouse for donating the balloons 

and Price Chopper for donating the cups and napkins.  A big thank you also to the 4th and 5th 

grade parents for helping with the refreshments. The night was a big success. 

Bowling Party Reminder 

 

Parents must come inside the bowling alley to sign out/pick up their 

children by the end of the bowling session.  For safety reasons, no child 

will be allowed outside without a parent or guardian. 

 



Itõs Box Tops Contest Time Again! 

 

    Now that all the holiday shopping and eating  

is coming to an end,  

Itõs time to turn in those Box Tops! 

And have we got the contest for youéééééééé.. 

 

In addition to the classroom collecting the most Box Tops overall,  

Each student bringing in 50 or more Box Tops   

(labeled with studentõs name and classroom teacher) 

will be entered in a special drawing.  

 

Students can bring in Box Tops to their classroom teacher or drop them in 

the lobby collection box- -labeled with their name and classroom.  

Box Tops need to be turned in no later than Friday, February 26 th ! 

 

Parents ð donõt forget to visit the Box Tops website for great savings to 

benefit our school. 

 

For any additional information, contact Jenn Collazo @ 665-0154 or  jcol-

lazo@nycap.rr.com.  Thanks for your support! 
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Karigon PTA Scholarships  
 

 

 

 

 

This year, Karigon PTA will award two $750.00 scholarships to graduating seniors who attended 

Karigon for at least two years.  The major emphasis of these awards is on student academic 

achievement during the high school years and involvement in extra-curricular and service activities.  

One of these scholarships will be awarded based on academic achievement and one will be 

awarded based on service and character.  Look for applications to be available early January in the 

High School East Guidance Office, the Karigon Office or on the Karigon PTA website.  Deadline 

for submission of applications will be March 1.  If you have any questions, please contact Donna 

McCrudden at dmccrudd@nycap.rr.com. 

Donõt Forget! 
 

If you are picking your children up at the end of the day (2:05 dismissal in the Lobby), you must sign 

them out.  You cannot leave the school without signing for them.  There is always someone with a 

clipboard and the sign out sheets in the lobby - please see her to sign out your children.  Thanks! 

  

Also . . .  
 

If you have a child who is staying home due to illness, an appointment, or for any other reason, 

please call the attendance office and let Mrs. Skibo know.  

 

881-0530 

mailto:dmccrudd@nycap.rr.com
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

REGARDING REGISTRATION for  

Kaleidoscope 2010  

Registrations this year WILL NOT  be mailed iné 

The process has been changedéto register please join us: 

 

Where:  Karigon Lobby  
 

When :  Thursday Evening, February 11 th   

  From 6:30 - 8pm & 

           Friday Morning, February 12 th  

  From 7:45 - 10am 
 

Please mark your calendars.  A parent must be present to 

sign up your child!  Registration Packet will be sent home the 

1st  week in February.  
 

Kaleidoscope also is in need of a volunteer to 

teach Art class and  

a volunteer to run the Games class.  

Please contact Amy Salzone 383 - 2852 or  

Salzonegirlz2@yahoo.com  
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Reminders from the Office: 
 

Forgotten Items - For safety reasons, a parent/guardian must      

accompany a student who enters the building after school hours.  We 

are certain you will understand our concern and thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Late Arrivals  ð When a student arrives at school late, a parent must 

come in with the child and sign him/her in.  Please do not send the 

child in by himself. 

A Note from Mrs. Niles, the School Nurse 
 

 
Please keep your children home if they have a fever of 100° or more.  Chil-
dren need to be fever-free, without medication, for 24 hours before they are 

able to return to school.   

 

Also, if your children have vomited or had diarrhea, please keep them home 

until they are symptom-free for 24 hours. 

 

In order to prohibit the spread of germs, please remind your children to wash 

their hands and cough into their elbows, instead of their hands. 

OUTDOOR RECESS 
 

Please be sure that your child is prepared everyday for outside 

recess.  On days that the weather permits (temperature and the 

ambient temperature is above 20 degrees), we will provide recess 

for approximately 15 minutes after your child eats his/her lunch.  

Please send your child to school with the appropriate clothing to 

play outdoors, i.e. boots, snow pants, hats and gloves.  If your 

child does not have boots, he or she will have to remain on the 

blacktop area during recess. 
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Karigon's Family Science Night  

 

Friday, February 5th, 6:30 -8:00  

 

Come Experience the Fun of Science!!  

Join us for an evening of cool experiments  

and hands -on activities!  

 

YANKEE CANDLE 

SPRING FUNDRAISER 

 
Back by popular demand is the Karigon Yankee Candle spring fundraiser. Please be on the 

look out for your child to come home with a selling packet during the 2nd week of March. Our 

fundraiser will run from March 15th through March 22nd. You'll love what's being offered in the 

new spring catalogue! All orders will arrive in time for Mother's Day gift giving.   

The money earned from this fundraiser is crucial to supporting various PTA sponsored programs 

and your participation is greatly needed in order for them to continue. Please do all that you can 

to support us!! Thanks! 

  

Kathy Watrobski 373-6643 

Kelly Kschinka 383-5859 



Kindergarten Registration Volunteers 
Tuesday, March 16 from 5:45 - 8:30 p.m.    

 

We need two PTA volunteers to staff the photocopying table in the District Office.  

During the first 15 minutes they will get an overview of their duties which will primar-

ily consist of welcoming the kindergarten parents, copying necessary documents, pro-

viding handouts, and directing them to the next station of the registration process. 

 

Odyssey of the Mind Concessions  

 
 

On Saturday, March 6th Shenendehowa School District will host the New York State Region 7 

Odyssey of the Mind Tournament. We are expecting upwards of 2,000 people on Shenendehowa 

campus from 8:00 am ð 5:00 pm for the tournament activities.   

 

This is a wonderful opportunity for Shenendehowa to welcome participants and their families to our 

school campus. Collectively the Shenendehowa PTAs will host the concessions for this event. Each 

school is asked to provide volunteers to staff the concession (from set up to clean up). We need 

your help ! If you would like to volunteer but would prefer a different shift to which your school 
has been assigned, that can be arranged.  Please contact your schoolõs PTA President to join the 

concession team! 
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SCHOOL  CONCESSION TIME  

Shatekon 7:00 - 8:30 AM 

Koda 8:00 - 9:30 AM 

Orenda  9:00 - 10:30 AM 

Gowana  10:00 - 11:30 AM 

Arongen  11:00 - 12:30 PM 

Okte 12:00 - 1:30 PM 

Tesago 1:00 - 2:30 PM 

Acadia  2:00 - 3:30 PM 

Chango  3:00 - 4:30 PM 

High School  4:00 - 5:30 PM 

Skano  5:00 - 6:30 PM 

Karigon  6:00 - 7:30 PM 



Celebrate Young Authorsõ Week at Karigon 

March 15th ð March 19th  
Come listen to the words, ideas, images  

and rhythms your children speak  

through their writing.   

The children will share their writing  

in their classrooms on the following days:  

 
Mon., March 15 th   5 th  Grade 10:00 -10:30 
 

Tue., March 16 th   Ms. Kunzõs Class 9:30-10:00 

3rd  Grade 1:30-2:00  
 

Wed., March 17 th  AM Kindergarten 8:15 -8:45  

    1st  Grade 12:30 -1:00 

    PM Kindergarten 1:30 -2:00  
 

Thu., March 18 th   Mr. Sawyerõs Class 10:30-11:00 
 

Fri., March 19 th  4 th  Grade 10:15-10:45 

    2nd Grade 1:30-2:00  

Mrs. Alexanderõs Class 12:30-1:00 
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