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Even in the short month of February the Karigon PTA has been very active 

working to provide educational and fun opportunities for our students.  A well 

deserved thank you goes out to the following dedicated volunteers for the 

wonderful job theyõve done planning and implementing the many activities that 

have been or will soon be taking place at Karigon for our students and teach-

ers. 

 

A special thank you goes out to Pat Bloss, Donna Walters, their volunteers 

and all of the teachers who played and cheered, making our first Almost 

March Madness a memorable event for Karigon.  The teachers put a lot of 

time into practicing for this event and put themselves out there to repre-

sent Karigon.  They made us proud to be a part of the Karigon community! 

Melissa Paquin for running another fun and educational Family Science 

Night. 

Lisa Burkhammer, Heather Lombardo and everyone who donated to help 

Haiti for the heartwarming window display weõve enjoyed throughout the 

month. 

Linda Cole, Ann Gilbert and their volunteers for running another success-

ful round of bowling parties. 

Lori Bennett as always for updating our website, publishing our journal, 

keeping us up to date on all school and community events in the weekly    

e-mails. 

Denise Adams, Susan Schmitt and Susan Morrissey for continuing to work 

with our Odyssey of the Mind teams to prepare them for the March 6th 

competition held at Shenendehowaõs High School East.   

Jenn Collazzo, Christy Wightman and Heidi Cavert for continuing to run 

our Box Tops, Shopping Programs and Campbellõs Soup fundraisers.  Look 

for the results of our Box Tops competition to be announced soon.   

Amy Czirr and Paula Fisk and their volunteers for running the Student 

Banking program and allowing our kids to learn the importance of saving. 

Beth Ogle, Heather Lombardo and Jeanine Cunningham for continuing to 

work with the teachers to book educational events for our students.   

Amy Salzone and her volunteers for developing a new system for register-

ing for Kaleidoscope.  Thank you also to everyone who took the time to 

wait patiently to sign up their children for this beloved after school enrich-
ment program.  
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Karigon PTA  
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2009-2010 
 

Tammy Learn  

President 

877-8564 

nylearns@msn.com 
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877-8075 

mrsm3@verizon.net 
 

Jenn Collazo 
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665-0154 

jcollazo@nycap.rr.com 
 

Rob Williams  

Recording Secretary 

877-4757 

indiangaming@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Burkhammer  

Corresponding Secretary 

877-0828 

rmblab@nycap.rr.com 
 

Heather Lombardo  

Delegate to Council 

406-5030 

dhakony@nycap.rr.com 

 

Christy Wightman  

Delegate to Council 

373-1137 

christyw3@yahoo.com 

Executive Committee, continued from page 1 

 
Lisa Burkhammer and Anita Scott for their hard work and dedica-

tion to the Reflections program this year.   

 

In March we look forward to a month full of many exciting events and 

activities.  Many of our students will be having fun learning new skills at 

Kaleidoscope, which runs throughout the entire month.  More fun 

awaits us at McDonaldõs Night on March 10th.  And we all look forward 

to hearing what our students have been writing during Young Authorõs 

Week from Monday, March 15th through Friday, March 19th.   

 

New this year for Karigon, on March 6th, is the Odyssey of the Mind 

competition held at Shenendehowaõs High School East.  Karigon is the 

only Shen elementary school participating.  Come support your friends 

as they compete in this day long international problem solving event.  

The Column Structure team will be competing at 10:40 am in the band 

room and the Food Court team will be competing at 1:45 pm in cafete-

ria south.  There will be concessions available all day sponsored by and 

benefitting all of the Shenendehowa PTA units.  If you are interested in 

being involved next year in this fun, team-building, problem-solving pro-

gram that teaches you to think outside of the box, then come see what 

it is all about on March 6th  while you cheer on your fellow Karigon 

Cougars!!  

 

Our òWhat Does That Committee Do?ó campaign will continue at our 

March meeting.  If you want to know more about Book Fair, Turn Off 

TV Week, Student Art, the Journal and the website and how they 

benefit our Karigon community, please join us at 6:30 pm preceding 

our March meeting on the 17th to find out!   

 

  

Tammy Learn, Tracy Margiotta, Jenn Collazo, Rob Williams, Christy 

Wightman and Heather Lombardo   

FAMILY SCIENCE NIGHT 
 

 
Thank you to the families who volunteered to conduct experiments/

demonstrations for Family Science Night, as well as the teachers who 

shared their classrooms, and the families who contributed supplies, 

equipment, and baked goods.  Thanks to all!                   

Melissa Paquin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òThink positively and masterfully, with confidence and faith, and life becomes  

more secure, more fraught with action, richer in achievement and experience.ó 
 

      -Eddie Richenbacker A.K.A. - Snoopy 

 

 

March is here and we have a long month to continue working hard with your children.  I am always sur-

prised at how fast the school year goes by.   I thought it was a factor of age, but even my own children 

tell me this!   

 

Our Fifth Grade Activities Committee has begun to plan for the activities and events leading up to our 

Fifth Grade Moving Up Day on June 24th.  Our fifth grade team teaching works to insure that our stu-

dents are very well prepared for the transition to Middle School. This will be my second group of stu-

dents who have gone from kindergarten through fifth grade while I have been at the school.  

 

This year, our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders will be taking the NYS ELA and the NYS Math test in late April 

and early May, as the State Education Department revised their schedule for this testing program.  

Karigon has a strong history of academic success on these state assessments.  Should you have any ques-

tions, please speak with your childõs teacher. 

 

Kindergarten registration will occur during the month of March on the 13th, 16th and 17th. If you have a 

child coming to kindergarten or know of someone who does, please be sure to sign up for a time. 

 

Should you need to visit the school for any reason, please be sure to sign in at the main office. Even if you 

are signed in and you decide you need to òstop byó to speak with someone, please be respectful that we 

are all on schedules and may not be able to stop what we are doing. If you need to meet with us, you 

may schedule an appointment. 

 

Hereõs hoping spring will arrive soon! 

 

        Sincerely, 

        Greg Wing 

        Principal 
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Principalõs Update 
 

March is:   National Womenõs History Month 

              Music in Our Schools Month  

    Latino History Month  

                                          Youth Arts Month  

        

The Character Word of the Month is:      Respect 
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MARCH PTA MEETING 

Wednesday,  March 17, 2010 
 

What Does That Committee Do? - 6:30 PM 

PTA Meeting - 7:00 PM 
 

Karigon Media Center - All are welcome! 
 

What Does That Committee Do? 
 

Join us at 6:30 PM to learn more about these committees: 

Family Activities, Yearbook, McDonaldõs Night, School Banking, the 

Journal, and the PTA website. 

CULTURAL ARTS COMMITTEE 
 

 

On Tuesday March 2nd, Edgar Morrey from Go Kennel Racing will be visiting the 

third grade classes.  His presentation with his sled dogs is always a very informa-

tive and exciting learning experience for the students.   

 

 

The Scotia-Glenville Museum is back at Karigon, this time visiting the fourth 

grade classes.  They will see òThe Shocking Truth about Electricityó on March 8th 

& 9th.  This is a new hands-on program focusing on the world of electricity and 

magnetism.   

 

Thank you to the Karigon PTA for funding these programs. 

 

The Cultural Arts Committee 

Heather Lombardo, Jeannine Cunningham, and Beth Ogle 
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SILVER GRAPHICS FUNDRAISER! 
  
 

Please be aware that the Silver Graphics artwork fundraiser will be coming 

home to parents in March.  This is an opportunity for parents to purchase items 

using their own children's artwork.  This is a wonderful opportunity to support 

the PTA and buy great gifts for family, grandparents or friends. 

  

Jen Shanahan and Janine Pickett 

Order your 2009-2010 Karigon Yearbook! 
 

Forms have been sent home. If you did not receive one contact Ann Roe. 

Just 3 easy steps: 

1) Fill out the form  

2) Insert a check for $12.00, payable to Karigon PTA 

3) Return it to your childôs teacher.  

Deadline: March 12, 2010 

 Have any pictures from 5th grade activities, Kaleidoscope, Intramurals, March Madness or Sci-

ence Night? Now is the time to send them in! The photos need to be high resolution jpegs 

(donôt change the picture size when you take them off your camera) Send them to Ann Roe: 

amr@nycap.rr.com 

mailto:amr@nycap.rr.com
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REFLECTIONS 
 

The 2009-2010 Reflections Program ceremony took place on Monday, February 1st and it was a suc-
ŎŜǎǎΗ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ 
announced and it is ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ Χέ February break is the perfect time to start thinking about 
your entry --it is never too early to start. Thank you to Susan Bohling and Michele Bonanno for pro-
viding snacks and beverages for our reception.  

 

Lisa Burkhammer 

Anita Scott 

Reflections Program Co-Chairs  

 

YANKEE CANDLE 

SPRING FUNDRAISER 

 
Back by popular demand is the Karigon Yankee Candle spring fundraiser. Please be on the 

look out for your child to come home with a selling packet during the 2nd week of March. Our 

fundraiser will run from March 15th through March 22nd. You'll love what's being offered in the 

new spring catalogue! All orders will arrive in time for Mother's Day gift giving.   

The money earned from this fundraiser is crucial to supporting various PTA sponsored programs 

and your participation is greatly needed in order for them to continue. Please do all that you can 

to support us!! Thanks! 

  

Kathy Watrobski 373-6643 

Kelly Kschinka 383-5859 
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A Note from Mrs. Niles, the School Nurse 
 

 
Please keep your children home if they have a fever of 100° or more.  Chil-
dren need to be fever-free, without medication, for 24 hours before they are 

able to return to school.   

 

Also, if your children have vomited or had diarrhea, please keep them home 

until they are symptom-free for 24 hours. 

 

In order to prohibit the spread of germs, please remind your children to wash 

their hands and cough into their elbows, instead of their hands. 

 

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE: 
 

 

 

 

 

Forgotten Items - For safety reasons, a parent/guardian must accompany a student who enters 

the building after school hours.  We are certain you will understand our concern and thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 

Late Arrivals  ð When a student arrives at school late, a parent must come in with the child and 

sign him/her in.  Please do not send the child in by himself. 

 

Dismissal - If you are picking your children up at the end of the day (2:05 dismissal in the Lobby), 

you must sign them out.  You cannot leave the school without signing for them.  There is always 

someone with a clipboard and the sign out sheets in the lobby - please see her to sign out your 

children.  Thanks! 

  

Absences - If you have a child who is staying home due to illness, an appointment, or for any 

other reason, please call the attendance office and let Mrs. Skibo know.   881-0530 



Some of my favorite Karigon memories areé 

meeting my great friends and having great 

teachers like Mrs. Schmitt, Mrs. Philo, and 

Mrs. Byrnes.  I also loved going on fun field 

trips like bowling and the state capital and 

much more.  I also liked doing the mu mmy 

project in 3 rd  grade.  Karigon is the best school 

I ever went to.  Iõm really sad to leave. 

Emily Annibale  

My favorite Karigon Memory was when I was in 
the fourth grade when we did immigration 
day.  It was fun!  We came to school dressed like 
immigrants, I was from Ireland.  Another one of 
my favorite memory was in 3rd grade, and Mrs. 
Morrissey had us make a mummy.  We 
decorated our own.  It was a project when we 
studied Egypt. 

Melissa File 
 

My favorite Karigon memories are when in 

kindergarten we rais ed chickens, in 1st grade 

when we had Camp Karigon and told stories 

with flashlights, and in 2 nd grade when we 

played games and told funny stories in math 

class.  In 3 rd  grade we went on a field trip to 

the Clifton Commons.  In 4 th  grade we had 

immigration  day when I dressed up like an 

Irish girl and in 5 th  grade I remember D.A.R.E.  

graduation.  In all my years in Karigon what I 

remember the most is all my teachers and field 

days.  Those are my favorite Karigon 

memories.  

Christina Kosky  

Karigon Memories 

1. When I made my quilt page in Mrs. Chewõs class 

2. I remember when Mr. Feher took a broken noise maker and 

gave us more air. 

3. In 1st grade we made pigs in Mrs. Chewõs class 

4. In 2nd grade when Mr. Feher made us read every night for a bird 

named Renifas who needed colorful feathers 

5. In Mrs. Morrisseyõs class I remember when we did our 
compliment carwash. 

6. In Mrs. Schmittõs class we used to play mumball every indoor 

recess. 

7. In Mrs. Adamsõ class I remember Lilac 

Varun Ravichandrun 

My favorite Karigon memories were when we 

got to decorate Mr.Feherõs classroom for his 

50th birthday.  I also enjoyed field day, 

playing all the games and having fun.  I loved 

immigration day when I got to dress up like a 

person from England and learned how life was 

for an immigrant. 

Lauren Gray 

My favorite Karigon memory is playing 4-square during 

Fun Friday. 

Victoria Walsh 

 
 

My favorite Karigon memory is of Lilac in Mrs. 

Adamsõ room in 5th grade. 

Robert Johnson 

 

My Karigon memories are field trips because; 

usually it is a lot of fun and Mrs.  Adams.  

During Pre-kindergarten ð fourth grade were 

good teachers but, Mrs. Adams was the best 

of all.  

Jay Park  

My favorite memory was immigration day which took 
place last year in 4th grade.  Everybody had a blast 

and we got to go through the exact exam as the 

immigrants. 
Max Tulchinshy 
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Starting this month and continuing for the rest of the year, the Journal will feature our 

5th grade studentsõ favorite Karigon memories.  Students in Mrs. Adamsõ class shared 
these memories - enjoy! 



My best Karigon memories were in kindergarten when 

Mrs. Walmsey brought in chickens and we raised 

them.  It was so much fun.  In 3
rd
 grade we made 

sarcophaguses.   We made them out of paper.  In 4
th
 

grade we had an Immigration Day.  We all dressed up.  

Finally in 5
th
 grade we had a play and I was Time 

Keeper.  Those are my best Karigon memories. 

Julia Newhall 

Some of my favorite Karigon memories are 

D.A.R.E and immigration day, because we got to 

dress like an immigrant and learn how it was back 

then.  I also like my fifth grade teacher Mrs. 

Adams. 

Savanna Koniowka 

My favorite Karigon memory was not too long ago.  
I donôt remember how long precisely.  It was the 
middle of January 2010 around 1:30pm.  We were 
at study hall.  Because it was Friday, a few kids 
were cleaning the rabbit cage.  The gentle sound of 
the vacuum soothed me.   
Every now and then, someone would make a silly 
remark and weôd all laugh.  Like we understood 
each other.  We were a family. 
I donôt know why I have remembered that day; I just 
know it was one of my favorites.  I felt so right I felt 
like crying.  So I did.  That day, everything was 
randomly perfect. 

Julia Crannell 

My most favorite Karigon memory was in 

fourth grade when we did immigration day 

because I got to experience what the immigrants 

did and went through. 

Sasha Aronowitz 

My Karigon memories areé 

3. immigration day 

2. 5
th
 grade with Mrs. Adams 

1. 2
nd
 grade with Mr. Feher was so much fun and 

fair that I wish I could go back! 

Timmy LaRose 

One Karigon memory was field day 2 years ago when 

my team won every tug-o-war game that we played.  

Another memory that I will always remember is when 

I found out that I make it into student council.  An 

unforgettable moment was D.A.R.E. graduation. 

Anthony Tebbano 

My favorite Karigon memorie s are 4 th  grade 
immigration day, 5 th  grade fun Friday, in 
kindergarten the first day of school, 3 rd  grade 
hat day, 2 nd grade field day, and 1 st grade 
Honey of the week.  

Stanley Decker  

My favorite Karigon memory is when I had immigration 

day in 4th grade.  The reason for this is because I had the 

chance to experience what is was like to immigrate to 

America. 

Michael Vasilyev 

My favorite Karigon memory is when I became friends with my 
summer camp enemy, Jeremy Czirr.  This happened in 3rd 
grade.  We are still great friends and so are our younger 

brothers. 
Jake Mellon 

My favorite memory is walking in school for the 
very first time and having Mrs. Adams in 5th grade.  
By my favorite of all is going from K to 5th grade in 
what feels like a day. 

Michael Mongelluzzo 

My best Karigon memory is going to after school 

bowling and bowling with Mrs.Adamsô class. 

Kirk Putnam 

My favorite Karigon memories are the solar 

system project in 2nd grade and immigration day 

in fourth grade.  Also field day because I love 

playing games. 

Erin Griggs 

My favorite Karigon memory is when we decorated Mr. 

Feherõs room in fifth grade on his birthday.  We could 

do that because he was on a field trip with 2nd grade.  

We had balloons, a cake, and a big card.  We also sang 

to him before he left for the field trip. 

Ian Tozier 
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My favorite Karigon memory is singing in the 

chorus concert. 

Charles Valenty 

My Karigon memory is immigration day in 4 th  
grade when I got to dress up like an Irish 
immigrant.  

Connor Wisniewski  

My favorite Karigon memories are when I got my 
nickname, Frank, when I got to take Lilac home for 

the weekend, and having Mrs. Adams as a teacher. 
Aidan (Frank) Gilpin 

My favorite Karigon memories are; 

D.A.R.E. Graduation ð 5th grade 

Immigration Day ð 4 th grade 

Keeping track of the Iditarod ð 3rd grade 

Making a movie ð 2nd grade 

Field trip to the capital ð 4 th grade 

All my teachers ð K ð 5th grades 

Sarah Cole 
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ALMOST MARCH MADNESS  

Thank You to Everyone  

Who Made the Event  

Such a Success! 
 

The Players:  Mr. Parker (Team Captain), Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Avis, Mr. Bernd, Mr. Corsetti, Miss 

Cromer, Ms. Douty, Mr. Feher, Mrs. Graber, Mrs. Karpovich, Miss Kunz, Mr. Sawyer, and Mrs. 

Walmsley 

 

The Cheerleaders:  Mrs. Bortoloni, Mrs. Byrnes, Mrs. DiBari, Mrs. Fischer, Mrs. Henson, Mrs. 

Kniss, Mrs. L'Amoureaux, Mrs. Marchand, Mrs. Morrissey, Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Palmieri, Mrs. Philo, 

Ms. Ranous, and Mrs. Schmitt 

 

National Anthem Singers:  Lauren Gray, Kara Gray and Ella Hulett.  

 

Committee:  Tammy Learn, Pat Bloss, and Donna Walters  

 

Volunteers:  Kathleen Gray, Lisa Burkhammer, Diane Meyer, Christine Doyle, Annette Tam-

basco, Brad Piziali, Carrie Smalley, Sharyn Freitas, Shaunessy Boss, Matthew Andrus, Gregg Loui, 

Kevin Bennett, and Brendan Trump 

 

Sound System Donation:  Tom Murphy and Matt Hatfield of Parkway Music  
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Almost March Madness a Resounding Success!!! 

By Mrs. Bloss and Mrs. Walters 

 

Karigonõs first entry into Almost March Madness proved to be more than anyone expected!!  Fri-

dayõs Morning Program was transformed into a pep rally.  The entire school filled both cafeterias 

for cheerleader and team introductions and to meet our mascot.  Mrs. Burkhammer put on the 

cougar costume and was a big hit. 

 

Sundayõs snow showers didnõt dampen anyoneõs spirits. Our section of bleachers was filled to ca-

pacity, and then some.  500 screaming fans enthusiastically greeted our team, cheerleaders and 

mascot.  The mascot on Sunday was Mrs. Bortoloni.  Singing of our National Anthem was led by a 

group of children, including our own Ella Hulett, Lauren Gray, and Kara Gray.  A slight glitch in the 

sound system was no problem for these kids, who carried on and led 2,000 fans through the an-

them without missing a beat! 

 

The games started with Okte playing against Orenda.  Since Orenda upset Okte, we knew they 

would be our opponents if we won.  Karigonõs first game was against last yearõs championship team, 

Shatekon.  It was a very exciting game, although not very high scoring.  Karigon prevailed in the 

end, and won the game 4-3 on a last second lay-up by Mr. Parker.  Our second game, while not as 

successful, was none-the-less such fun to watch!  We fell to our neighboring school, Orenda, and 

ended up in 2nd place.  For all of our efforts, Karigon was awarded $75.00, to be used by our Physi-

cal Education department to purchase equipment for the students to use in school. 

 

The PTA thanks everyone who helped to make this day so successful.  We certainly never would 

have been able to do it without our teachers and staff, who had such a good time, while always dis-

playing a great deal of sportsmanship and character.  Even though Mr. Sawyer lost a shoe while run-

ning down the court, he kept smiling and kept running! 



Page 12 Volume 2, Issue 7 

 

MCDONALDõS NIGHT 

March 10, 2010 

4:30 - 7:00 PM 

Halfmoon McDonaldõs 

on Route 9 

 

Supporting the PTA  

couldnõt be easier! 
 

20% of the proceeds go directly to Karigon. 

The class with the most participation  

earns an ice cream party,  

so donõt forget to check in with a greeter! 

 

Donõt have time to stay for dinner? 

Donõt worry, Karigon earns 20%  

from the drive thru also! 



Celebrate Young Authorsõ Week at Karigon 

March 15th ð March 19th  
Come listen to the words, ideas, images  

and rhythms your children speak  

through their writing.   

The children will share their writing  

in their classrooms on the following days:  

 
Mon., March 15 th   5 th  Grade 10:00 -10:30 
 

Tue., March 16 th   Ms. Kunzõs Class 9:30-10:00 

3rd  Grade 1:30-2:00  
 

Wed., March 17 th  AM Kindergarten 8:15 -8:45  

    1st  Grade 12:30 -1:00 

    PM Kindergarten 1:30 -2:00  
 

Thu., March 18 th   Mr. Sawyerõs Class 10:30-11:00 
 

Fri., March 19 th  4 th  Grade 10:15-10:45 

    2nd Grade 1:30-2:00  

Mrs. Alexanderõs Class 12:30-1:00 
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March 18, 2010  

7:00  

 
 

Karigonõs 5th  graders will perform a variety of acts to 

showcase their many talents.  We hope you can be a part 

of this very special event.   

 

Tickets:  $ 2.00, for sale  at the door, on March 18.  

 

The annual 5 th  Grade Bake S ale will be held at this event  

during intermission . 

 

Proceeds from ticket sales an d from the bake sale will go 

towards the 5 th  Grade Legacy Gift.  

 

All children must be accompanied by an adult . 

 

 

Come and cheer on the 5 th  grade class! 
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