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Once again, even in the absence of a monthly PTA meeting, December has 

been a very busy month for the Karigon PTA.   As always, a well deserved 

thank you goes out to the following dedicated volunteers for the wonderful 

job theyõve done planning and implementing the many activities that have been 

taking place this past month at Karigon for our students and teachers. 

 

T Lisa Burkhammer and Jenn Collazo for keeping our entrance and windows 

seasonal. 

T Lori Bennett as always for updating our website, publishing our journal, 

updating our email list and for keeping us up to date on all school and 

community events in the weekly e-mails. 

T Dawn Hubert and Christy Whitbeck for processing all of our membership 

forms and getting the directory out to all of us for our use.  If you did not 

receive the directory, contact Dawn (dawnchubert@yahoo.com).  

T Jody OõNeill, Karla Anderson and Kathie Connor and their many volun-

teers for a wonderful and well run Holiday Shop.   

T Nancy Wengert for running our Adopt and Angel program during the 

Holiday Shop.  Karigon was able to raise $319 to aid in granting the 

wishes for Make a Wish. 

T Susan Bohling and Lisa Fletcher and their wonderful bakers and volunteers 

for the delicious treats enjoyed by the teachers and staff at the òHoliday 

Dessert.ó 

T Denise Adams, Susan Schmitt and Susan Morrissey for volunteering to 

work with our Odyssey of the Mind team.  With the direction of these 

dedicated teachers the participating students are having fun learning and 

challenging themselves to think outside of the box. 

T Jeff and Nancy Hogan for organizing Saturday Science again this year.  

Wonderful learning opportunities await those students who have regis-

tered to participate in this enjoyable and educational program. 

T Jenn Collazzo and her committee for working to earn us money on Box-

tops, Christy Wightman for running our Shopping Programs and Heidi 

Cavert for running our Campbells Soup fundraisers.  Donõt forget to send 

in your Boxtops and Campbells labels and to register your Target and 

Price Chopper cards for Karigon.  Read page 6 to find out about our new 

Boxtop contest starting this month. 
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Executive Committee, continued from page 1 

 
T Amy Czirr and Paula Fisk and their volunteers for running the Stu-

dent Banking program and allowing our kids to learn the impor-

tance of saving. 

T Beth Ogle, Heather Lombardo and Jeannine Cunningham for con-

tinuing to work with the teachers to book exciting and educational 

events for our students.   

 

We look forward to Saturday Science this month.  There are also many 

exciting events happening for the students thanks to the Cultural Arts 

Committee. 

  

Donõt forget to send in your form if you would like to help with the 

Shenendehowa Quilt Project on January 18th.  Please also note that 

Amy Salzone is looking for volunteers to teach classes for Kaleidoscope 

in March and Melissa Paquin will be looking for families to help with 

Family Science Night in February.  For those parents of fifth grade stu-

dents, please pay special attention to the call for help included in this 

journal for the Fifth Grade Activities Committee.  This committee will 

soon start planning for the Fifth Grade Moving Up Ceremony on the  

last day of school. 

 

Our òWhat Does That Committee Do?ó campaign will continue at our 

January meeting.  If you want to know more about Kaleidoscope, Fam-

ily Science Night, Bowling, Young Authorõs Week, Spring Fundraiser 

and Karigon Web Page/Karigon Journal, and how they benefit our 

Karigon community, please join us at 6:30 pm preceding our January 

meeting on the 20th to find out!  Please also note that we will be voting 

on the changes recommended by the Bylaws committee during this 

meeting as well.  As our bylaws will be in operation for the next three 

years and will dictate the way our PTA runs, it is an important decision.  

We ask that all members that are able to do so join us in this vote.  

We will have babysitting available if you need this service.  Please look 

for an e-mail with the recommended bylaw changes soon. 
 

On behalf of the Executive Committee, we hope that you have all had a 

safe and happy holiday season. 

 

Tammy Learn, Tracy Margiotta, Jenn Collazo, Rob Williams, Christy 

Wightman and Heather Lombardo   
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òKnowing is not enough; we must apply.  Willing is not enough; we must do.ó 

 

- Johann Wolfgang von Goeth 

 

 

With the coming of the New Year we all have the chance renewed to become the change which we 

would like to see in this world. 

 

We all enjoyed the lovely Holiday Dessert the PTA provided on December 10th.  Many thanks to all of 

you who helped. 

 

Our Karigon Chorus performance, òHoliday Houseó portrayed a message for us to think about.......òHow 

should we treat others when we are upset?ó I especially enjoyed hearing what the children learned and, 

thereby, taught us. 

 

Resolutions abound for the New Year and I hope that 2010 finds you rested and joyful. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

        Greg Wing 

        Principal 

 

Principalõs Update 
 

The Character Word of the Month is:  Caring  
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JANUARY PTA MEETING 
 

Wednesday,  January 20, 2010 
 

What Does That Committee Do? - 6:30 PM 

PTA Meeting - 7:00 PM 

Bylaws Vote - Please Attend! 
 

What Does That Committee Do? 
 

Join us at 6:30 PM to learn more about these committees: 

Kaleidoscope, Family Science Night, Bowling, Young Authorõs Week, 

Spring Fundraiser and Karigon Web Page/Karigon Journal.  

CULTURAL ARTS COMMITTEE 
 

On January 11th, Mrs. Paupini and Mrs. Bortoloniõs third grade classes will be visited by the Scotia-

Glenville Museum.  They will be participating in the òSounds Good to Meó program. The students 

will learn about sound waves and how they travel as well as make a simple musical instrument.  The 

museum will be back on January 15th, to present òFurry Neighborsó to the morning and afternoon 

Kindergarten classes.  This hands-on program teaches the children about the furry animals that we 

live with in our own neighborhoods.  The fifth grade classes are going to The Egg on January 28th, to 

see "I Have A Dream" by Theatre IV America.  This dramatic performance will chronicle the impact 

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.õs life.  It should be a memorable experience! 

 

These programs are possible through the fundraising efforts of the PTA.  Thank you for supporting 

those fundraisers! 

 

The Cultural Arts Committee 

Beth Ogle, Heather Lombardo and Jeannine Cunningham 

 



Kaleidoscope 2010 

Our after school program is looking for volunteers! 

Have a special skill or hobby?   
Why not share it by teaching a class? 

 

Our program is offered to ALL  Karigon students in grades K-5. 

It runs during the month of March  

every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoon from 2:30-3:30 PM. 

We offer classes such as bowling, arts and crafts, Tae Kwon Do, hip hop,  

magic, cooking and much, much more!!!!! 

 

This PTA-sponsored program needs volunteers! 

If anyone would like to help out teaching classes, babysitting while others teach or assisting in any 

other way, please contacté 
 

Amy Salzone-383-2852 or  

salzonegirlz2@yahoo.com  
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STAFF HOLIDAY DESSERT 
 

We would like to extend a great big thank you to everyone who 
helped out with the staff dessert.  We had plenty of delicious des-
sert treats for the staff and plenty of help during the event.  The 
staff always enjoys a bit of sweet pampering during this very hec-

tic time.  Everything went smoothly, despite the false alarm with the middle school evacua-
tion.  Thank you again to the volunteers and to the staff themselves for all you do for our 

children.  We hope everyone has a peaceful holiday break. 

  

Susan and Lisa 

Karigon Hospitality 



 

Jumping  January ð  

Itõs Box Tops Contest Time Again! 

 

Now that all the holiday shopping and eating  

is coming to an end,  

Itõs time to turn in those Box Tops! 

And have we got the contest for youéééééé.. 

In addition to the classroom collecting the most Box Tops overall,  

each student bringing in 50 or more Box Tops   

(labeled with studentõs name and classroom teacher)  

will be entered in a special drawing to take place on  

Monday, March 1 st. 
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YEARBOOK PHOTOS 
 

If you have any great photos youõve been meaning to send in, now 

is the time. Our first deadline is fast approaching. Email them to 

Ann Roe: amr@nycap.rr.com. Please include grade level, teacher 

and if it was from a special event. 

 

Be on the lookout for yearbook order forms late January/early February. 

mailto:amr@nycap.rr.com
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ALMOST MARCH MADNESS!!! 
 

Please look for the ticket and t-shirt order form for Almost March 

Madness to come home with your children on Monday, January 4th.  

This is a district wide event on the elementary school level.  As the title 

indicates, it is a basketball tournament between the elementary school 

teachers.  Karigonõs teachers will be playing with Orenda, Shatekon and 

Okte on Sunday February 28th at 11:00 am.  The tickets will be on 

sale Wednesday, January 6 th from 6:00 ð 8:00 pm in the Karigon 

lobby.  There are a limited number of tickets and they will be available on a first come, first 

served basis, so get yours as soon as possible.  Karigon did not participate last year, but we have 

heard that it was an exciting event and everyone had fun.  So, be ready to buy your tickets on Janu-

ary 6th so your children donõt miss out!   (For more information, please see page 8.) 

CYBER SAFETY PROGRAM 
 

The Karigon Partnership Team is hosting a parent/guardian Cyber Safety Presentation 
brought to you by the NYS Office of the Attorney General in collaboration with the 

NetSmartz Workshop.  

  

The presentation will help you: 

  

** understand and supervise your children's online life 

**  provide resources and information to protect your children from cyberbullying, identity  

     theft, etc. 

**  help you prevent your children from becoming victims in real life.    

  

WHEN:       January 13, 2010  

TIME:          7:00 pm - 8:00 pm  

WHERE:     Karigon/Orenda Cafe 

   

***  You can visit the Attorney General's website at http://www.oag.state.ny.us  (Your 

Child's D.I.G.I.T.A.L. Life) 

 More information will follow...... 

http://www.oag.state.ny.us
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December 2009 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

Join us on Sunday, February 28th for the second annual Almost March Madness basketball 
tournament at the High School East gymnasium.  This tournament features staff and teach-
ers from all eight elementary schools.  The fun begins at 11:00 am, but doors open at 10:15 

so you can grab a prime seat in your schoolôs cheering section.   

 

Due to capacity restrictions with the gymnasium, tickets are limited and will be on sale begin-
ning January 6 th on a FIRST-COME, FIRST SERVED basis. Tickets for our Karigon families 

will be on sale January 6, 2010 in the Karigon lobby from 6 ï 8 pm. 

Tickets WILL NOT be available at the door.  

 

Important Information: 

 

Each schoolôs PTA has a limited number of tickets to sell. 

Tickets will be on sale FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED through your schoolôs PTA from 

January 6th through February 10th. 

Check payment (made payable to your schoolôs PTA) MUST accompany your order. 

Each attendee must have a ticket to enter the event and all minors must be accompanied 

by an adult.  This is not a ñdrop offò event. 

A Ticket & T -shirt Order Form will come home with your student prior to ticket 

sales on or about 1/4/10. Please watch for this Order Form.  

Tickets will be sold individually (no family package available) and are limited to 8 tickets 

per family. 

 

Make sure you donôt miss out on the fun!  Show your school spirit as your team takes to the 
hardwood floor attempting to outscore fellow teachers and staff from other Shen elementary 

schools.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Pat Bloss at blospatr@shenet.org or 371-1041. 

 

mailto:blospatr@shenet.org
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Reminders from the Office: 
 

Forgotten Items - For safety reasons, a parent/guardian must      

accompany a student who enters the building after school hours.  We 

are certain you will understand our concern and thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Late Arrivals  ð When a student arrives at school late, a parent must 

come in with the child and sign him/her in.  Please do not send the 

child in by himself. 

A Note from Mrs. Niles, the School Nurse 
 

 
Please keep your children home if they have a fever of 100° or more.  Chil-
dren need to be fever-free, without medication, for 24 hours before they are 

able to return to school.   

 

Also, if your children have vomited or had diarrhea, please keep them home 

until they are symptom-free for 24 hours. 

 

In order to prohibit the spread of germs, please remind your children to wash 

their hands and cough into their elbows, instead of their hands. 

OUTDOOR RECESS 
 

Please be sure that your child is prepared everyday for outside 

recess.  On days that the weather permits (temperature and the 

ambient temperature is above 20 degrees), we will provide recess 

for approximately 15 minutes after your child eats his/her lunch.  

Please send your child to school with the appropriate clothing to 

play outdoors, i.e. boots, snow pants, hats and gloves.  If your 

child does not have boots, he or she will have to remain on the 

blacktop area during recess. 
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Save the Date: 

Family Science Night 2010 

Friday, February 5th 

 

 

An Evening of Cool Experiments and 

Hands-On Activities:   

Come Experience the Fun of Science!! 

 
 

On Friday, February 5, 2010, Karigon Elementary School will hold its annual Family Science Night 

for all Karigon students and their families.  This evening is brought to you by the PTA and the Karigon 

faculty and administration.  This fun event will provide Karigon students and families with an opportu-

nity to spend an evening seeing, feeling, and doing science.  The night will be filled with sounds of 

young (and older) voices saying, ñWowò, ñThatôs coolò and ñReally?ò We will have some experi-

ments to watch (too dangerous for young hands) and many more for the children to do themselves.   

 

In previous years children and their families have explored questions such as "Can air pressure actu-

ally exert enough pressure to crush a soda can?" and "How can a little candy and a bottle of soda to-

gether create a geyser?"  Plan to  join us for some fun experiments and demonstrations like these and 

a chance to learn more about how scientists think! 

      
In the coming weeks we will be inviting families to volunteer to conduct the experiments and demon-

strations - please keep your eye out for this opportunity!  In the meantime, if you are interested in help-

ing to organize this event, please contact Melissa Paquin at 371-4748 or mpaquin@nycap.rr.com. 
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