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PAF 101 EXERCISES – MODULE 2 INSTRUCTIONS

BASED ON CHAPTER 2

** Whenever you use a source in your answer, including all quotes, you must provide an APA-style internal citation and a full APA-style reference in the References page exercise and include a photocopy or printout of the first page of the source. The page must include publication information. You must attach the page directly behind the exercise in which it appears, and it must be clearly labeled with the exercise number and letter to which it pertains. 

This is an individual Mod.  The point of this Mod is to introduce you to various research tools, NOT to do research on your topic.  You DO need to get information from each research tool, so get info related to your topic.  You may change your topic after this Mod.  Remember this is an individual Mod, so I expect all members of your group will be using the same topic, but will use DIFFERENT sources FOR THIS MOD.

Each day this week you will be given rough draft handouts of Mod exercises.  Fill them in, including the correct citation – both for internal citation and Reference page.  Mod 2 will be posted on Quick links on the library homepage.  You will copy, paste and type in the information in a word document.  
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Exercise 2.1: Locating Quantitative Data

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  15 points)

Using the search tables feature on LexisNexis Statistical, find a statistic relevant to your topic. Do not use statistics from the U.S. Census. 
· Provide a statistic from the table here, making sure you indicate the year(s) and geographic location(s) it pertains to, as well as a citation: 
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Exercise 2.2: Using United States Census Data

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  15 points)

Use the “American FactFinder” on the 2000 online census report (http://www.census.gov) to locate the information for your home census area.  Use Population Finder to locate information for  a comparable census area and the United States Fill out the chart below with the required information from the 2000 online census report. Indicate what year  data you are using.. You must use the same year for this entire exercise. Fill in the  row of the table with the name of your census area and the area comparable to your census area. The comparable census area must be similar to your census area, your hometown or home county, in population. A comparable population is one within 20% of the population of your census area. Do not cite or reference this exercise or attach any printouts.
· Write the year for the data here: 
· Write two sentences on what you learned from this data:
	
	[Label Your Census Area]

· Fill this in
	[Label Comparable Census Area]

· Fill this in
	United States

	Population
	
	
	

	Median Age (years)
	
	
	

	% White
	
	
	

	% Male
	
	
	

	Per Capita Income ($)
	
	
	

	% Individuals Below Poverty Level
	
	
	

	% Vacant Housing Units
	
	
	

	% High School Graduate or Higher
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Exercise 2.3: Finding  Articles 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum: 20 points)

A. Using the EBSCO MasterFile Select  or the Proquest Platinum Periodical database, locate a news, magazine , or journal article relevant to your topic.(10 points)


 Part A score: ___

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the article here, including an internal citation:
B. Using the Issues and Controversies database  or the Opposing Viewpoints database, locate an article relevant to your topic. (10 points)


 Part B score: ___

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the article here, including an internal citation:

Ms. Bonventre

March 2009
Exercise 2.4: Locating Books

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  10 points)

Using the library catalog, find a book on your topic at any geographic level. Books published by the government may not be used for this exercise.  

· Attach a photocopy of the title page directly behind the page on which this exercise appears.
· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the book here, including an internal citation:
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Exercise 2.5: Using New York State Publications 

Your Total Score:_____    ( Maximum15 points)         

Using the New York State Library http://srv36.nysed.gov/index.html
 locate one New York State government publication relevant to your topic. Click on Catalog/ Digital Collections.  Choose  “Search Digital Collections.” Click on  “Full text”.
You may need to disable    popup blocker to access the documents.

The publication you locate should not merely consist of a brief news
announcement or other informal online information summary.  

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic here, along with an internal citation:
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Exercise 2.6: Using Policy Publications

Your Total Score:​​​_____     (Maximum 20 points)

A. Using CQ Researcher, find a publication that contains information relevant to your topic at any geographic level. (10 points)

Part A Score: ____

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the publication here, including an internal citation: 

B. Using the “Contacts” section of the CQ Researcher article, find one of the organizations from the list (preferably a public policy institute), and retrieve a policy paper, working paper, policy brief, or online report from the past five years on your societal problem topic.  The “Contacts” section appears once you have opened an article. It will be located on the top of the window, under the “CQ Researcher” logo as a purple hyperlink. (10 points)

Part B Score: _____

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the report here, including an internal citation: 
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Exercise 2.7: References 

Your Total Score:_____
(Maximum:   25 points)

· Prepare a Reference list that includes all sources for this module.  

· Follow the APA format.  

· Include all sources used in the exercises.

