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PAF 101 EXERCISES – MODULE 2 INSTRUCTIONS

BASED ON CHAPTER 2

This is an individual Mod.  The point of this Mod is to introduce you to various research tools, NOT to do research on your topic.  You do need to get information from each research tool, so get information related to your topic.  You may change your topic after this Mod if you wish.

Exercise 2.1: Locating Quantitative Data

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  10 points)

Find a New York State statistic relevant to your topic, using the New York State Statistical Yearbook. Go to http://www.rockinst.org/nys_statistics/2009/  Click on one of  the Excel files. Click on  Master Spreadsheet and find a statistic. (10 points)
· Provide the statistic here, making sure you indicate the year(s) and geographic location it pertains to:

Exercise 2.2: Finding Periodical/Journal Articles 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  20 points)

A. Using the ProQuest Platinum Library database, locate a scholarly journal article relevant to your societal category at any geographic level. (10 points)

Part A Score ________   

· Include one relevant fact from the article that is related to your societal category here:  

B. Using Gale Opposing Viewpoints database locate a magazine or newspaper  article relevant to your societal category at any geographic level. (10 points)

Part B Score ____

· Include one relevant fact from the article that is related to your societal category here:

Exercise 2.3: Locating Books

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  10 points)

Using the library catalog, find a book on your societal category at any geographic level. The publication date of the book must be within the last fifteen years.  Books published by the government may not be used for this exercise.  
· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the book here:

Exercise 2.4: Using United States Government Publications 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  10 points)

Using http://catalog.gpo.gov, locate one United States government publication relevant to your societal category at any geographic level. 

· The publication should include a clearly identified "title page" and the names of individual or organizational authors, such as those found within formal government agency reports, newsletters, online journals/magazines, etc.  These government publications are often posted in "PDF”.  Their pages frequently are numbered.

· The publication you locate should not merely consist of a brief news
announcement or other informal online information summary.  These types of publications are often posted on the web in "HTML" format only.

· Do not use U.S. Census information. 

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the publication here::

Exercise 2.5: Using Policy Publications

Your Total Score:​​​_____     (Maximum 20 points)

A. Using CQ Researcher, find a publication that contains information relevant to your societal category at any geographic level. (10 points)

Part A Score: ____

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the publication here:: 
B. Using the “Contacts” section of the CQ Researcher article, find one of the organizations from the list (preferably a public policy institute), and retrieve a substantial policy paper from the past five years on your societal category. (10 points)

Part B Score: _____

· Include one relevant fact related to your topic from the policy paper here:
Exercise 2.6: Using United States Census Data

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  15 points)

Use “Data Finders” on the Census Bureau homepage (http://www.census.gov) to locate the information for your home census area, a comparable census area, and the United States, and fill out the chart below with the required information from the 2000 online census report. 
Fill in the top row of the table with the name of your home census area county and the county that is comparable your home census area county.  Be sure to indicate the state.

· The comparable county must be similar to your census area, which is a county, in population size.  A comparable population is within 20% of the population size of the original county.

· If you do not use the 2000 online census report, you will lose all points on this exercise.

· Do not cite or reference this exercise.
	
	[County]
	[Comparable County]
	United States

	Population
	
	
	

	Median Age (years)
	
	
	

	% White
	
	
	

	% Male
	
	
	

	Per Capita Income ($)
	
	
	

	% Individuals Below Poverty Level
	
	
	

	% Vacant Housing Units
	
	
	

	% High School Graduate or Higher
	
	
	


Exercise 2.7: References
Your Total Score: ________   ( Maximum: 25 points)

Prepare a reference list that includes all sources for this mod.

Follow APA format.

Include all sources used in the exercises.


