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PAF 101 EXERCISES: MODULE THREE (CHAPTERS 3 and 5) 

March 2011
The Mod Instruction Sheet applies to this Mod.

Reminder** Whenever you use a source in your answer you must provide an APA-style internal citation and a full APA-style citation on the Reference page exercise and you must attach the article page with all the publication information used in citations and the page where you got your information. This information must be highlighted. Whenever you attach an article, it must be directly behind the exercise in which it appears, and it must be clearly labeled with the exercise number and letter to which it pertains. 
 You are required to follow the Instructions for Modules handout.
THIS IS A GROUP MOD. 

Format:  Be sure to continue to correctly format the mods.  Be sure to have a page break between numbered exercises. 

Group Work:  All members of the group agree to work together on all parts of the mods.   Members of the group discuss each part of the mod and work out answers through deliberation of the entire team.  The purpose of “group work” is to work through the mod as a team, sharing ideas, resolving differences, compiling data and creating a skilled analysis of the problem. Each member must review all parts of the mod and fully accept all work as acceptable for their grade.  Group members should share phone numbers and email addresses to stay in touch outside of class.  Group work should stay in school during library time so the group can continue to work even if one member of the group is absent.  Due dates apply if any member of the group is in school on the due date.  Computer or printer problems are not an excuse for late work. 

Be sure to use all the skills you learned in Mod 2 on library research.  In addition, be sure to check out the “Research” and Real People  link on the PAF 101 website (http://classes.maxwell.syr.edu/paf101/) for ideas on where to get information about your societal  problem, including statistics, experts, and players. 

Exercise 4.1: Describing the Societal Problem 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  24 points) 

A.   Briefly state your societal problem and its specific geographic area.  (3 points) 

Part A score:_____ 

•    State your societal problem here: 

•    State the specific geographic area here: 

B.   Clearly describe two of the most important negative effects of the problem.  (6 points) 

Part B score:_____   

•    Describe the first negative effect here: 

•    Describe the second negative effect here: 

C. In an essay of at least three body paragraphs, discuss the historical background of  what has been done to solve your societal problem at any level of government.  Use at least three sources in this essay (one per paragraph).  Do not discuss proposals, causes or evidence. (15 points)

Part B score:_____ 

•
Insert paragraphs here:

Exercise 4.2: Researching Your Players 

Your Total Score: _____    (Maximum: 15 points) 

List three people who are players or who represent players (organizations) that deal with your narrowed societal problem topic. One player must be an elected official, one must be from the executive branch (not elected), and one must be from an interest group. Players MUST be at the same level of government as your problem.
•    Using Google or any similar search engine, research each of the players. 

•    For each player, answer the following questions. (5 points each) 

Player/Elected official( but not the Governor):
•
Write the exact name of the organization here:  

•
Write the name and title of the player you will contact here:

•
Write the player’s phone number or email address here:

•
Using a source, explain how he/she is a player.
Player/Executive branch (not elected):

•
Write the exact name of the organization here:  

•
Write the name and title of the player you will contact here:

•
Write the player’s phone number or email address here:

•
Using a source, explain how he/she is a player.
Player/interest group:

•
Write the exact name of the organization here:  

•
Write the name and title of the player you will contact here:

•
Write the player’s phone number or email address here:

•
Using a source, explain how he/she is a player.
Exercise 4.3: Establish Contact with a “Real Person” 

Your Total Score: ______  (Maximum: 14 points) 

 Make a list of the questions you will ask a real person. Contact a player for your societal problem.   If unsuccessful at first, keep trying by attempting at least 3 real people. For each attempted contact include each person’s name, date and method of contact.  You only need to actually interview one person by phone or email.  Engage in a meaningful correspondence, asking questions that will help you understand your societal problem and answer questions for the Mods.  You must use this interview as a source for future exercises.  For example, you must gather the following information for future exercises or lose points:  evidence that the problem exists, causes, historical background, current policy, proposed legislation and other policy alternatives to fix the problem, and a list of other players.   Provide a transcript of your interview with a real person. Treat the interview itself as a source.

*Ten bonus points for making contact with a real person and engaging in meaningful correspondence (they answer your questions). 

•
List your interview questions here ( see above what to ask): (5 points)

•
List your three attempted contact information such as names, dates, method of contact 

•
If you make contact, provide a transcript of your interview or copy of the emails exchanged.

Exercise 5.1: Providing Evidence of a Societal Problem at a level specific level of government.

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  20 points)

Provide two different forms of clear and convincing evidence of the societal problem identified in Exercise 5.1. Specify the geographic locality that each piece of evidence is from, which should be the same locality as you identified in 5.1. One piece of evidence must be a scaled statistic for one recent year.  One other piece of evidence could a trend line graph (label using guidelines in Chapter 16), a case study, an example, or information from a real person you have interviewed.  You must include a source  for each piece of evidence.  

•
Include a scaled statistic for one recent year that precisely measures your societal problem at your level of government. 

•
Describe another form of evidence of your societal problem at your level of government.

 Exercise 5.2: Identifying Underlying Causes of the Problem

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  12 points)

Describe and provide sources for the three most significant causes that contribute to the existence of the societal problem which you are studying. (NOTE: the causes and sources used can be general & not specific to your level of government) The causes should not overlap or be redundant.  

•
For each cause you must use a different source.  Try to use information from the real person you contacted in Exercise 4.3. 

•
3 points will be deducted if a major cause is not discussed and full credit will be assigned only if reasonable causes are included and the discussion is clearly and precisely written.  

•
Write a paragraph describing the first cause here:

•
Write a paragraph describing the second cause here:

•
Write a paragraph describing the third cause here:

Exercise 5.3: Describing the Current Policy

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  11 points)

A.   Describe one current policy now in effect in the locality you specified in 4.1 to remedy the problem described in 4.1. The policy can originate at a local, state, or national level but must be operating in your level of government. Be clear where it originates.  Part A score: _____

•
Describe the policy here, using a source. You must state what government does.
•
Write in what specific geographic level the policy originated here:

B.   Identify the  administrative unit primarily responsible for implementing the policy.  (2 points)

Part B score:_____  

•
Identify the  administrative unit here:

•
State the geographic location over which they have the authority to act:

C.   Identify the legislative body that is the original source of this policy.  (2 points)

Part C score:_____  

•
Identify the legislative body here:

•
State the geographic location over which they have the authority to act:

D.   Describe how a court at any level (local, state, federal) could be involved in the application of the policy.  (2 points)

Part D score:_____  

•
Describe how a court could be involved here:

•
State the geographic location over which they have the authority to act:

Exercise 5.5: References
Your Total Score:_____
(Maximum: 38 points)

•
Prepare a Reference page that includes all sources for this module.  

•
Follow the APA format.  

•
Start Reference page on the next line or on the next page:

