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PAF 101 EXERCISES MODULE Four (Chapters 6 and 7)

Ms. Bonventre
Spring 2011

Read and refer to Chapters 6 and 7 in your textbook

Group Work:  All members of the group agree to work together on all parts of the mods. IN THIS MOD ALL MEMBERS OF THE GROUP MUST WORK TOGETHER ON 6.3. THE GROUP CANNOT WORK ON EXERCISES 7.1, 7.2, OR 7.3 UNTIL YOU HAVE COMPLETED 6.4.  Members of the group discuss each part of the mod and work out answers through deliberation of the entire team.  The purpose of “group work” is to work through the mod as a team, sharing ideas, resolving differences, compiling data and creating a skilled analysis of the problem. Each member must review all parts of the mod and fully accept all work as acceptable for their grade.  Group members should share phone numbers and email addresses to stay in touch outside of class.  Group work should stay in school during library time so the group can continue to work even if one member of the group is absent.  Due dates apply if any member of the group is in school on the due date.

The Mod instruction applies tot his mod.
Exercise 6.1:  Societal Problem and evidence

Your Total Score :________      (Maximum: 14 points)

A.  Briefly state your societal problem and the level of government in which it applies.

Part A score (4 points)

•
State your societal problem and level of government here:

B. Provide one piece of scaled statistical evidence for a recent year of your societal problem at the level of government listed.  You can use evidence from previous mods.  Use a source.(10 points)

•
State your scaled statistic here:

Exercise 6.2: Finding Proposed Legislation on Your Topic

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  15 points) 

A.    Using the web address http://thomas.loc.gov, or Lexis-Nexis, find a piece of proposed (not yet adopted) federal legislation related to your topic. Write a complete sentence on how the bill is related to your topic.  Include a citation and attach a copy of the first page of the proposed legislation. (5 points) 

Part A score:_____

•
Write one complete sentence in how the bill is related to your topic here:

B.
Using the New York State web address (www.state.ny.us) or the New York State Assembly, Senate home pages (http://assembly.state.ny.us or http://senate.state.ny.us),  or Lexis-Nexis, find a piece of proposed (not yet adopted)New York State legislation related to your topic. Write a complete sentence on how the bill is related to your topic.  Include a citation and attach a copy of the first page of the proposed legislation. (5 points)

Part B score:_____

•
Write one complete sentence in how the bill is related to your topic here:

C.
Find legislative hearings on your topic at the national or state level.  Write a few sentences summarizing the testimony given at the hearing, including who, what and where. You can do a Google search to find this information using the words “hearing” and “testimony”. Include a citation and attach a copy of the first page of the testimony.  Look through the hearings for suggested policy proposals.  (5 points) 

Part C Score: ______

•
Write a few sentences summarizing the testimony here:

Exercise 6.3: Developing Public Policy Alternatives 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  45 points)

Research public polices related to your societal problem. Use library databases, books, websites, the research link on the PAF 101 website, your interview, proposed legislation, and legislative hearings. Use your knowledge gained from your daily reading of the New York Times.  You will lose points if you are unfamiliar with recent stories in the New York Times.  Consider the views of players, experts, other communities and consider causes of the problem. Look through the information you have gained in previous Mods.  Use this information to brainstorm policy alternatives to your societal problem with your group.   In Part A you will document the research by citing at least three sources and explaining how you used each one to come up with your policy alternatives. .    For Part A you will describe your alternatives.
A.
Discuss three sources and explain how you used each one to formulate your policy alternatives.   These sources can be related at any geographic area.  Sources are treated as in the rest of the mod – internal, reference and attachments. (12 points) 

Part B score:_____  

•
Explain how you used a source to formulate your policy alternatives.  

•
Explain how you used a source to formulate your policy alternatives.  

•
Explain how you used a source to formulate your policy alternatives.  

B.
Describe three public policy alternatives to the existing policy to deal with the societal problem identified in Exercise 6.1. The policies must be at the level of government you listed in 6.1. The policies must be reasonable in terms of the criteria discussed in Step 6.2 of the textbook. No credit will be given if you propose an existing policy at the level of government listed in 6.1, although you could propose a change in that policy. (Note:  This means you need to research current policies to see if your alternatives already exist or how your alternatives are different from current policies. If your proposal is a modification of an existing program, you need to explain the existing program and then your modification) Be sure to describe for each policy alternative what the GOVERNMENT would do. The policies need to be described in detail. For each policy, state the government institution that would adopt the policy and government agency that would administer each policy. Explain how each policy reduces your societal problem. In order to receive credit for this exercise, all three alternatives must be able to be implemented by one or more agencies that have direct authority in the geographic location your policy targets. (33 points)   

Part A score:_____

•
Describe Policy Alternative #1 here:

•
State the  government institution responsible  for adoption here:

•
State the government agency responsible for implementation here:

•
Explain how this policy will reduce your societal problem here:

•
Describe Policy Alternative #2 here:

•
State the  government institution responsible  for adoption here:

•
State the government agency responsible for implementation here:

•
Explain how this policy will reduce your societal problem here:

•
Describe Policy Alternative #3 here:

•
State the  government institution responsible  for adoption here:

•
State the government agency responsible for implementation here:

•
Explain how this policy will reduce your societal problem here:

Exercise 6.4: Choosing the Preferred Alternative 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  32 points) 

A.  Briefly restate your three policy alternatives.  For each of the three policy alternatives, rate the political feasibility and effectiveness using the terms “high,” “medium,” or “low” for each alternative.     Briefly justify each rating.  Justify means to write a sentence or two explaining why you assigned each rating.  You must discuss specific players in your justification for political feasibility to get any points. (18 points)

Part A score:_____

•
Briefly state policy alternative #1:

•
Rate the political feasibility here and justify this rating:

•
Rate the effectiveness here and justify this rating:

•
Briefly state policy alternative #2:

•
Rate the political feasibility here and justify this rating:

•
Rate the effectiveness here and justify this rating:

•
Briefly state policy alternative #3:

•
Rate the political feasibility here and justify this rating:

•
Rate the effectiveness here and justify this rating:

B. Chart the alternatives on a graph as shown on page 70 of the textbook.  You can draw or computer generate this graph. (5 points)

Part B score: _____

•
Place the graph here:

C.   Using the ratings in Part A and your chart from Part B, write a coherent essay in which you state your preferred policy and explain why it is superior to the other two alternatives.  Compare the political feasibility and effectiveness of each policy to that of your preferred policy.  (5 points) Hint:  Use the words effectiveness and feasibility in your essay.

Part C score:_____

•
Restate your preferred policy in detail here:

·     Explain why it is superior to the other two alternatives by comparing the feasibility and effectiveness of each here:

Exercise 7.1: Identifying Benefits

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  15 points)

 List the three most important benefits of your policy and assign a value of 1, 2, or 3 to each item.  Rate the impact (how much of an impact) of each of the benefits listed.  Each value can be used more than once.    3= major impact on societal goals,. 2= medium impact. 1= small impact. Justify each value you have assigned. Justify means to write an explanation of why you rated each benefit as you did. 

•
List one benefit here: 


Rating (1-3):


Justification:

•
List  one benefit here: 


Rating (1-3):


Justification:

•
List one benefit here: 


Rating (1-3):


Justification:

Exercise 7.2:  Identifying Costs 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  15 points) 

List the three most important costs of your policy and assign a value of  1, 2, or 3 to each item. Rate the impact (how much of an impact?) of each of the costs listed.  Each value can be used more than once.  .    3= major impact on societal goals,. 2= medium impact. 1= small impact.  Justify each value you have assigned. Justify means to write an explanation of why you rated each cost as you did. Each value can be used more than once.    All financial considerations must be grouped as a single cost.  Do not discuss problems with the policy, but instead the costs that will arise if it is implemented. 

•
List one cost here: 


Rating (1-3):


Justification:

•
List one cost here: 


Rating (1-3):


Justification:

•
List one cost here: 


Rating (1-3):


Justification:

Exercise 7.3:  Comparing Benefits and Costs 

Your Total Score:_____          (Maximum:  4 points) 

Calculate the benefit cost ratio as described on page 82 of your textbook and  show your calculations below.  Then, in one sentence, interpret the ratio.  No citation or reference is needed for this exercise. Make sure your benefit cost ratio is greater than 1 or your policy is not worth pursuing, and you will get NO points. 

•
Place the original formula and your calculation of benefit-cost ratio here:

•
Write one sentence interpretation here: 

Exercise 7.5: References 

Your Total Score:_____
(Maximum: 21 points)

•
Prepare a list of references that includes all sources for this module.  

•
Follow the APA format.  

•
Include all sources used in the exercises.

•
Start References on the next line or on the next page: 

