
Acceleration in English 
and Social Studies





Acceleration in English 
and Social Studies (ELA/SS):

• Matches the readiness and 
motivation of the child with the level 
and complexity of the curriculum

• Is only one of the ways to be in 
advanced courses at Shenendehowa

• Can lead to 5 units of credit in 
English and 5 units of credit in Social 
Studies



Acceleration in ELA/SS is:

● Competitive to be selected

● Challenging, thought-provoking, 
fun if you like English and Social 
Studies!

● A cohort of students 



Acceleration in ELA/SS is:

● Not the only way to get into the 
highest level of coursework (i.e., 
AP, Honors) at the high school



MS & HS NYSED Requirements: 



English Progressions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ELscswv3-JaAdrWfpNXdPgvT2c-IwioVL-oDJEkJCRI/view


Social Studies Progression

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pwdAb9jp0ldGzSqd2yHR9fiOGnszNCMeUyedlDg99EA/view


High School West

Middle School
Tri-Building Courses

High School East



High School West (Grade 9)
World Culture-H and
World Literature-H 

Middle School (Grades 7 and 8)
English: Social Studies:
English 7-8 Social Studies 7-8
English 9 Honors ACC Global 9 Accelerated

High School East (Grade 10 only)
English: Social Studies:
Literary Classics & Decisions-H or AP US History or
AP Language & Composition or
American Studies-Literature-H and American Studies-Culture-H



How is Acceleration Different? 



How is Acceleration Different? 



Recommendation Process

▪ Acceleration:
– English, Reading and Social Studies 

teachers need to agree on the 
recommendation for Acceleration

▪ Honors
– Done separately for English and 

Social Studies



Recommendation Process

▪ Teachers recommend students in the spring
▪ Grade 6 English, Reading/CI and Social 

Studies teachers review students’ academic 
performance
– Rubric evaluation by teachers
– Performance on key assignments, grades in 

quarters 1-2 and interim for quarter 3
– Grade 5 SRI score
– NYS Assessment scores in grades 4-5 (if available)



Recommendation Process

▪ AAs review teachers’ recommendations
▪ Recommendations included in Course 

Selection letter mailed home to parents
▪ Parent Meetings for invited students



Recommendation Process

▪ May 31 – last day for Parents 
to request changes in course 
selections



Evaluation Rubric

▪ Evidence-based decisions
▪ Based on new Social Studies Practices and 

Common Core Standards for ELA
▪ Helps teachers make the distinction between 

Honors and Accelerated



Evaluation Categories

▪ Reasoning
▪ Questioning
▪ Reading
▪ Writing
▪ Speaking/Discussion
▪ Academic Habits



Reasoning

Skillfully and independently uses logical reasoning, 

experience and knowledge beyond the situation in 

which it was learned to identify themes, analyze 

and evaluate information.  Addresses problems 

creatively, makes inferences, explains cause and 

effect, draws insightful conclusions and presents 

clear, logical persuasive arguments. 



Questioning

Initiates advanced questioning, at times leading to 

inter/cross-disciplinary connections, deeper 

understandings, and/or further investigation. 

Demonstrates curiosity. 



Reading

Insightfully determines multiple 

themes/central ideas of diverse media in 

terms of context, content, craft, purpose 

and format.  Supports analysis/inference 

with several strategic pieces of textual 

evidence. Demonstrates understanding of 

how POV affects purpose, development, and 

content.



Writing

Writing is cohesive, engaging, well-developed, and 

demonstrates precise language use/academic vocabulary 

to achieve desired effect.  May incorporate or take risks 

with sophisticated language and personal style.   Skillfully 

supports claims with logical reasoning and relevant 

evidence from two perspectives. Chooses credible 

sources and develops topic with a wide variety of 

relevant facts, details and examples.  Demonstrates 

willingness to revise and improve writing. 



Speaking/Discussion

Initiates, prepares for and engages regularly in 

academic discussions to develop or enhance 

understanding.  Poses and responds to questions 

and comments with relevant observations and 

ideas, deepening the understanding of the topic.  

Presents information logically, with a 

development, and style appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  Effectively delivers a 

multimedia presentation.



Academic Habits

Actively seeks feedback, continuous learning and new 

information. Independently seeks out other resources 

related to area of study.  Develops metacognition about 

thinking processes. Demonstrates independence and 

confidence with accurate, thorough task completion and 

time management.  Demonstrates leadership skills when 

working collaboratively.



Next Steps:

▪ Course selection letters mailed home
▪ Parent meetings to learn more 

information
▪ Requests for changes to course 

selections made by parents to 
guidance counselors

▪ AAs review parent requests to make 
final determinations

▪ Counselors notify parents if yes; AAs 
notify parents if no



Contact Information:

Kathy Sherwin – sherkath@shenet.org
Academic Administrator, 
English/Language Arts and Reading

Lisa Kissinger – kisslisa@shenet.org
Academic Administrator, Social Studies
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